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The Microsoft Roadshow hits Amman: 

Windows 3.1 with Arabic 
support & Arabic Works 


By Zcld Nasser 

Special to (lie Sinr 

MICROSOFT ANNOUNCED 
Iasi Monday at ihcir Roadshow 
held at the Amman Mjtrrioi Hotel 
the official release of Microsoft 

Windows 3.1 with. Arabic _ 

support in the region. Mr 
Charles Allen, General 
Manager or Microsoft 
Middle East, made his an¬ 
nouncement during a pres- 0 

cnialion which included a 
full demonstration'present¬ 
ed by Wahhab Baldwin, * 

Senior Engineering Man¬ 
ager for Middle East Prod- * 

uct Development, of Win- * 

dows 3.1 with Arabic 
support and also Microsoft . 0 

Arabic Works. Microsoft * 

distributors in Jordan, Mr 
Ahmad Kaikaso, Market¬ 
ing Manager for the Mid¬ 
dle East and Mr Ram/.i Al- 
Zcinc. General Manager of 
Specialized Technical Ser¬ 
vices (STS), wore also 
present. 

Microsoft Windows 3.1, 
which was released in a 

April this year, has already *- 

sold 8 million copies = . — 
world-wide and is availa¬ 
ble in eight languages. In 
the Microsoft headquarters 

back in Redmond, Wash- _ 

ington, thirty people are 
responsible for developing Win¬ 
dows products for the Middle 
East and North Africa, 

Microsoft has,, been working 
for eighteen. months to incorpo¬ 
rate Arabic as a language in the 
whole Windows project. 
Microsoft's MEPD (Middle East ‘ 
Product Development) division 
arc those responsible for develop- .- 
mg enabled and localized devel¬ 
opments, Enabled programs in¬ 
clude menus and documents in 
English, but modified to support 
■ Arabic whilp. localized programs 
include a translation .of menus 
and dialogues. Bilingual features 
arc 10 be included to determine 
whether the user interface is in 
Arabic or English, 

. ‘Distribution of Microsoft prod¬ 
ucts In Jordan is taken care of, by 
Specialized Technical Systems 
(STS) whq'will act as dealers, 
re-sellers.and will Offer technical 
support. The regional office .in 


Dubai will offer ISV (internation¬ 
al Sales Vendor) relationships. 
Windows with Arabic support ba¬ 
sically offers a stable platform 
for manufacturers to use in their 
development to encourage them 
to produce and stun shipping 
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their products to the Middle East. 
Although copy protection has 
been rentoved, a software copy 
protection is to be developed to 
protect any application running 
under Windows. 

The package consists of eight 1 
3.3 inch disks and eight 5,25 inch 
disks with a special booklet for 


Windows with Arabic support 
and Arabic keymaps. The box 
looks just like the Latin version 
and will cost die same. On the 
other hand, Microsoft has decid¬ 
ed to remove the copy protection, 
which could mean that the soft¬ 
ware might be bundted 

- with PCs sold all over die 

country. 

The Microsoft Arabized 
products now shipping in¬ 
clude Arabic MS-DOS 
5.0, released last May, Ar¬ 
abic Works 2.0, released 
last June and Arabic Win¬ 
dows 3.1, launched this 
month. 

Other products we can 
look forward to include 
BMinguai Windows 3.1, 
Arabic Project, Arabic Ex¬ 
cel and Arabic Word for 
Windows. 

Microsoft arc currently 
working with Manufactur¬ 
ers like Lotus who arc to 
develop 123 Windows, 
AmiPro and Freelance in 
Arabic. An Arabic version 
of Wordperrccl is to be 
expected soon and they're 
also cooperating with Sau- 
■, dj Soft and Jordanian soft¬ 
ware houses. "This is part 
or an ongoing commit¬ 
ment for the market 
place," said Mr Allen. "It 
is Microsoft's plan 10 pro- 
. ducc an Arabic version of 
Microsoft Software prod¬ 
ucts within three months of re¬ 
leasing the original Latin ver¬ 
sion." The Microsoft Roadshow 
continues to lour the region as the 
company prepares for the release 
of Microsoft Arabic Windows 
3.1, scheduled for November at 
the OITEX computer show in the 
Uni ted Arab Emirates. Ml 


Attention Readers: 


IDEAL SYSTEMS, distributors for Apple Com¬ 
puter Inc. in Jordan, have announced the win¬ 
ning number in the lottery on entrance tickets to 
the Apple Expo. *92. .The lucky number.wins a 
wonderful-Power Book 100 worth around ID 
2000. So everybody out there-who visited the 
event had beucr. fina those numbers. 

The winning niirrtbcr is 1168 - ?- 

idcql .Systems will keep the competition open 
Tor around another month until somebody claims 
his/her prize, '■ ■ -,v ■ 
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A blitz of creativity 

IF YOU subscribe to a number of publications, you may have no¬ 
ticed how creative some of the advertisements arc, particularly 
computer related adverts. The good side to all this is that they 
create the impression that computers arc fun rather than scary. 

On the same page of a magazine, you may find two totally dif¬ 
ferent advertisements. One of them may be the traditional kind — 
a couple of computers flying around with light beams released 
from their screens, while the other includes the slogan that says: 
“The new OS/2 can do just about anything all at the same time," 
featuring eight pictures of a circus elephuni performing moves, 
tricks and poses. Then it goes on to soy that the software is a 
completely new kind of "animal." Who said computer users don't 
have a sense of humor? 

Another example: How do you convey to the public in an adven 
that the mouse you're producing is fast? Easy — you stick four 
wheels 10 its side. Some buyers actually asked for the wheels with 
the mouse! 

Apple Computer have also released a fantastic full-page advert, 
showing the picture of a turtle mounting a helmet, with the slo¬ 
gan: "Compatibility is never a problem with Apple Macintosh." 
Enough saidl 

It seems designers and artists should be very thankful for the 
computer industry, which provides them with a continuous outlet 
for their creative ideas. As for adverts in our local press, they're 
either imported or your usual combination of a good Arabic Toni 
and a picture or the product. However, some impressive attempts 
at humor have appeared recently. 

This brings us to the role computers play in the modem world 
of advertisements. Computers have revolutionized this sector and 
have taken it to new heights. If you think I'm exaggerating, 1 sug¬ 
gest you study carefully the sources of many impressive adverts in 
die local papers and contact die firms responsible. You might be 
surprised to find that the entire artwork and design is done on 
computer. The fact is that a creative industry like the computer in¬ 
dustry supports other creative industries such as the media and 
graphic design. 

This computer advert mania is special in every sense and re¬ 
flects a fine mix of humor, creativity and a little bit of craziness. 

Here's an intermediate bit of news to mix our main topics to- 
gether this week. It regards an advertisement on Microsoft Win¬ 
dows 3.1 which has been appearing in the local newspapers, offer¬ 
ing users the chance to get their bunds on Windows 3.1 with 
Arahiesupport for just JD 40. 

After snooping around we have discovered that this individual 
has managed to obtain a Beta version from promotional sources, 
and that ho might be disappointed to find out lliul Microsoft has 
no plans to use any form of protection on the product. It sccmS- 
this is yet another example of the dark shadow of piracy that Is af¬ 
fecting our local computer market. II 

Jerash Windows 


HAS ANYBODY noticed that 
the Jerash Festival's advertise¬ 
ments, spread all 
over the local pa¬ 
pers actually use 
the. Microsoft Win- rn 

dows logo?. Yes, ^ O f 

the picture below 0 ^ 

shqws .a striking ^ | 
similarity. Accord- O * 

ing id our sources, ^ ^ L 

this phenomenon ™ £J g 

was spotted by ■& ^ ^ 

STS, Microsoft d is- • ™. L- 

Kibutors in Jordan, P fj g 

who immediately m 

asked the commit¬ 
tee responsible for 
the festival to slop, 
naming these adverts. No legal 
complications are expected to re¬ 
sult, but a smart remark we heard 


pointed out that Windows has ac¬ 
tually penetrated the cultural 
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Milhem Barakat 3.1 

lives of Jordanians more than 
they think. 1 wonder if that's good 
news for Microsoft? 
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For rent 

‘Furnished Ajuirtments 

■ Modem furniture ■ Modern building 

■ Watchman ■ Elevator 

■ Telephones lines ■ Washing & drying 

machines 

Annual rent only 
Information call; 604863 
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Festival: 
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Failure 
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An unconventional report on 
Jordanian news and views 


Special Report 

Jordanian depositors 
reject BCCI's $1.7b 
compensation plan 


■ Jordanian depositors at the col- 
lapsed Bank of Credit and Com¬ 
merce International (BCCI) have 
rejected a compensation plan 
worked out by iho bank's liquida¬ 
tors and the Abu Dhabi govern¬ 
ment majority shareholders. 

In a meeting of SO Jordanian 
depositors held in Amman last 
week, the chairman of ihe BCCI 
Depositors Protection Associa¬ 
tion Dr Adel Elias urged deposi¬ 
tors to reject the compensation 
package, entitling them to be¬ 
tween 30 and 40 per cent of their 
total deposits in a once-and-for- 
all deal. The Abu Dhabi govern¬ 
ment, which has a 77 per cent 


stake in BCCI, pledged to pay be-, 
tween $1.4 to $1.7 billion to the 
compensation fund. The bank's 
total liabilities may exceed $8 
billion. 

About ISO Jordanians are be¬ 
lieved to have accounts with 
BCCI's London branch with de¬ 
posits totalling $120 million, Dr 
Elias wants the bank's liquida¬ 
tors, Touche Ross, to renegotiate 
another deal with Abu Dhabi al¬ 
lowing compensation to be no 
less than 75 per cent of the de¬ 
posits. 

Last week a London high court 
rejected an appeal by the BCCI 
Depositors Protection Associa¬ 


tion, which challenged the com¬ 
pensation plan which was ap¬ 
proved by courts in Britain and 
the Cayman Islands. The appeal's 
cost alone was estimated at 
£ 100 , 000 . 

The judge said the agreement 
represented the best terms liqui¬ 
dators had been able to achieve 
with the majority shareholders. 

But a Luxembourg judge ruled 
that a final judgement on the 
compensation plan will not be 
made until "the unsecured credi¬ 
tors had been allowed to express 
a firm 'yes' or W." 

The compensation plan re¬ 
quires formal approval from the 
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court in Luxembourg, where 
BCCI had its headquarters. 

The Luxembourg judge ordered 
Touche Ross to complete their 
consultation with the creditors, 
estimated to number 200,000 in 
63 countries with deposits total¬ 
ling $4 billion, by 1 October. A 
hearing has been set for 7 Octo¬ 
ber. Banking sources say the 
Luxembourg ruling is a victory 
for the creditors because Touche 
Ross will almost certainly be 
forced to renegotiate the deal. 

. Dr Elias is trying to get interna¬ 
tional creditors to openly reject 
the present compensation plan. 
So far he has secured the support 
of Jordanian and Egyptian credi¬ 
tors. In Jordon, depositors plan to 
meet on Saturday to coordinate 
their next move, which is likely 
to include sending letters to Lux¬ 
embourg stating their rejection of 
the proposed compensation plan. 

One Jordanian depositor ac¬ 
cused Touche Ross of "intimidat¬ 
ing depositors" in order to accept 
the present package by warning 
them that if they do not endorse 
it, they may lose their right to any 
compensation. He told The Star 
that the present settlement will 
end up reimbursing depositors for 
about 10 per cent only of the val¬ 
ue of their deposits. 

The bank's creditors oppose the 
16 March draft agreements be¬ 
tween the liquidators and the so- 
called Abu Dhabi Parties, which 
includes the Abu Dhabi govern¬ 
ment, for a number of reasons. 
One is that the dfaft agreement 
allows for the return of between 
20 to 25 per cent, of the contribu- 


waived claims to and has placed 
with a Cayman Islands company. 
Abu Dhabi officials claim ihe 
sum was misappropriated bv 
BCCI SA officials and has noth¬ 
ing to do with BCCI (Overseas) 
or its creditors. 

The opposing creditors also 
pointed to the tact that a rescue 
package was made by Abu Dhabi 
in May 1991, two months before 
BCCI’s collapse worth more than 
$4 billion. They say that the ma- 
■ jority of the money payable un¬ 
der this rescue plan has not been 
received. 

Additional opposition has to do 
with conditions and obligations 
by the Abu Dhabi government to 
the creditors, the waiving of legal 
proceeding against BCCI offi¬ 
cials and auditors. 

Meanwhile, a commentary in 
the British daily newspaper The 
Independent said that a report 
prepared by Lord Justice Bing¬ 
ham on the supervision of BCCI 
has failed to focus attention on 
the dubious relationship between 
BCCI and Capcom Financial Ser¬ 
vices, whose director and former 
BCCI's head of treasury Syed Zi- 
auddin Ali Akbar, is accused of 
money laundering. 

The newspaper said Capcom's 
shareholders included former 
Saudi intelligence chief Kamal 
Adhnm and several prominent 
American businessmen. The 
paper accused the judge prepar-. 
ing the report of ignoring die fact 
thm Akbar was head of BCCI's 
treasury when it made billion dol¬ 
lar losses. 

The paper alleged that BCCI 




to the liquidator of the branches 
Of BCCI SA in the UAE. This 
means that the Abu Dhabi gov¬ 
ernment will be the. major benefi¬ 
ciary of its own compensation 
plan at. the expense of junior 
creditors. . v 
According to Independent cred¬ 
itors, _ the • coniri button represents 
i.dividend of approximately 15p 
10 10 fl 1 ® and not 3Qp 

|o 40p, It is also payable by in¬ 
stallments: $800 million seven 
. . r ‘ the court approval; 
$500 millibn on 20 June 1993 
and any balance on .20 June 1994. 
The creditors also raised the is- 
of a $2.2 billion sum, which . 
*** Abu Dhabi, government 


Capcom, with no explanation be¬ 
ing given for these transactions. 
The paper also asks why- the 
Bank of England didn't intervene 
when BCCI' was trading such 
huge volumes of futures in 1984-; 
,85. Another question which the 
paper puis to Lord Justice Bing¬ 
ham is who authorized the irons-. 
Ter of BCCI's treasury to. Abu; 
Dhabi in 1987. • 

But the paper concludes that 
while Akbar is facing Criminal- 
charges, he was art incidental 
character and a sideshow.-Still*, 
he and Capcom offer the beit 

leads to the criminal subculture, 

that existed within the bankas far : 
back as 19$4. ■ : *-.v r:?* ': 



: : Israel bans Gaza produce 

■ The Israeli authorities will not allow Gazan farmers to roai1c4their 
products in Israel, The Jerusalem Post reported this'week, ft said Ga# 
produce would be in direct competition with Israeli products, 
instead, Israels Agriculture Ministry has Oledacd to help the.Oazans 


•L 77 v"- 6 *** lomicrs io export to c,urope, r isracii»»« 

mer of Agriculture Yso’oub Tsur Said. . v •> 

A ministry officialsijd that the cheap labor in Gaza makes jhaiLpn 
.a\ice less expensive than lsraeji producc. "There is,already arUbui 

flance OL local nnvitirn ariH ai/a ilu* fa 


.rrse.r *'.top t'.vv*uvc5 on agncuiuiroj'ana mesecuw 

para-nit sin^e the b^ginrflngof tWV/i^ada, thepaper said. f . 




Pre-elections warm up? 

House divided on 
Rifai indictment 
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FOR THE RECORD 


By Ahmad § h a 


By a Star Staff Writer 

■A PRE-ELECTIONS warm up, 
but a political bomb nonethe¬ 
less." This is how a veteran Jor¬ 
danian journalist described the 
outcome of last Monday's Lower 
House session, when the House's 
Investigations Committee ac¬ 
cused former prime minister Mr 
Zaid Rifai and two former cabi¬ 
net ministers of misuse of author¬ 
ity and mismanagement of public 
hinds. 

The two ministers arc Mr Hana 
Odeh and Mr Mahmoud Hawam- 
deh. 

Mr Rifai resigned after the 
April 1989 riots. 

This was the first of a number 
of cases in the so-called "Corrup¬ 
tion Rles", which the House is 
expected to debate during the 
coming weeks. During the gener¬ 
al elections of 1989, most depu¬ 
ties promised voters to stamp out 
state corruption and alleged that 
previous governments were 

B or mismanagement, hurt- 
e national economy and ac¬ 
cumulating foreign debts. 

Mondays four-hour session 
was attended by 61 deputies, of 
which 15 delivered statements on 
die Azraq-Jafr Highway Case. 
The Investigation Committee ac¬ 
cused Mr Rifai, Mr Odch and Mr 
Hawamdch of colluding to awnrd 
an Indian compuny a JD 35 mil¬ 
lion contract to construct a con¬ 
crete highway between A/.ntq 
and Jafr. The committee's report 
aid Mr Hawamdch, then minis- 
tor or public works, ignored u 
todinical report which advised 
against the use of concrete puve- 
rocm, thtis costing the treasury an 
additional JD 20 million, 

It, said former finance minister 
Hana Odch violated the law 
J r v ' n g the Indian company 
•fity financial and other prefer- 
■f***! in stark violation or the 
aw.'-.' ' 

The committee accused Mr Ri- 
°f awarding the contract to 
,F particular company, oven 
■w^h another Indian company 
tpade an offer that was JD 3 
wlliptv less. He was also accused 
® resisting on using concrete 
pa vement against the advice of a 
cwnbahy which recom- 
. asphalt instead. 

.^ .committee recommended 
• S V^three officials be indicted 
™‘jefened to a special court, 
rf Council, .for violation 
’".•SrUfeje 175 of the Penalties 

Court is ntade of 
.jStSRjJg fluee Senators, 

iSWSJ *Ml to accuse former 
Wj^ 1, ministers, ii heeds a 
: 5E njafority to make an in- 
£5;Qbshrvlers, belief the 
:SSSJ? ir »«Hci the three officials, 
iate place op.Sunday, 
i^ndl rweiye the necessary 

'■^^' conhiirttoc meniber, Mr 
fUWe,n Mjali and chairman oF 
Commit 
UMspahel's'findinj 
ju.warehok 
date 6 prime 


Kingdom's 50-ycar-old history 
and (hat accordingly no evidence 
was presented to corroborate the 
committee's claims. 

In the heated debate which en¬ 
sued, deputies exchanged charges 
accusing Mjali and supporters of 
"personal allegiance" to Rifai, 
while others accused members of 
the committee of moving to settle 
old scores and personal vendet¬ 
tas. 

The Corruption Files were first 
opened in an historic session on 
20 March 1990, when the House 
formed its Investigative Commit¬ 
tee to work with the public attor¬ 
ney's office to investigate nine 
out of more than 50 possible cas¬ 
es of corruption. The government 
of Mudar Badran promised to 
cooperate with the committee and 
called on citizens to come for¬ 
ward and provide evidence relat¬ 
ing to these cases. The public at¬ 
torney's office summoned former 
prime ministers, ministers and 
senior government officials in 
various departments. 

Sunday's session will witness 
more confrontations between 
those who arc in favor of indict¬ 
ments and those oppose it for var¬ 
ious reasons. 

One observer told The Star that 
most of those who support the in¬ 
dictments arc really interested in 
rebuilding a popular base for 
themselves in preparation for the 
1993 elections. "Even if they lose 
the vote, llic street will be on 
their side," he said. 

if it comes to a vote, Mr Rifai's 
supporters will stand up to be 
counied. A number or deputies 
and ministers have been in Mr 
Rifai’s cabinet in the past and will 
surely vote against. What should 
also bo noted is that Mr Mjali, 
who is a member of the National¬ 


ist Bloc, will vote against. The 
government is also expected to 
play a pan before and during 
Sunday's session. 

Meanwhile, informed sources 
believe the excitement about Cor¬ 
ruption Files will fizzle out as in¬ 
vestigations into previous cases 
found no evidence for official 
corruption. They note the follow¬ 
ing cases: 

■ The Swagga Reform and Re¬ 
habilitation Center Case: . 

The Investigation Committee 
ruled that no wrongdoing took 
place. 

■ Financial Settlement with 
Martin Cowly Case (regarding 
works on the Hijaz Railway 
Line). 

Final report pending. 

■ Abu Nseir Housing Case: 

The Investigation Committee 


acquitted all suspects. 

■ Ministry of Supply Imports 
Case: 

The Investigation Committee 
found no evidence for indict¬ 
ment. 

■ Imports of Expired Material: 

No indictments were made. 

■ The Rice Case: 

Case pending in courts. 

Other cases which have not 
been registered with the public 
attorney include the Television 
Production Center, the potash 
project. King Abdullah Gardens 
Complex, Ports Authority financ¬ 
ing or the Yacht Club in Aqaba, 
the Airbus and Boeing deals. Pc-, 
tra Bank and others. ■ 


■ Informed sources told The Star that Central Bunk Governor Dr 
Mohummud Said Nabulsi withdrew his resignation, which was to 
lake effect on 1 October. 

■ Central Bank assets of hard currency reached .ID 135 billion on 
, 1 July while gold reserves were estimated at JD 70 million. 

■ A number of new appointments are expected soon at the Minis¬ 
try of Foreign Affairs. Retired Gen. Mutee r Hamad will be ap- 

S Dinted ambassador, while Prime Ministry consultants Dr Ahmad 
jatanani and Dr Ibrahim Badran will be delegated to the Foreign 
Ministry for some months. Dr Mohammad Buni Hani, general sec¬ 
retary of the Ministry of Municipalities and Mr Mu'taz BilbeLsi, 
genetal secretary of the. Ministry of Water, will be appointed as 
consultants at the Prime Minister's office. 

t 

■ Local and International tender documents will be announced to 
invite bids to modernize the lighting system at the Queen Alia In¬ 
ternational Airport (QAIA) and the Amman (Marka) Civil Air- 
! port. The tenders include the supply of joint communications sys¬ 
tems, asphalt mixtures, replacement of tiles in the halls of terminal 
| one at QAIA, and the drilling of a water well. 

■ Palestine President Mr Yasser Arafat Is expected to visit Am¬ 
man next week to undergo medical examinations at the King Huss¬ 
ein Medical City, informed sources told The Star. 

■ The Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) has work on a joint Jor- 
dan-Egypt electricity grid, which will open in 1995. The project 
will supply 400 kilovolt from Aqaba Thermal Station through a 
ten-kilometer underwater cable to southern Sinai. ■ 

■ Natural Resources Authority (NRA) sources told The Star that 
Jordan and Canada are working together to set up a gas collection 
and treatment station with a daily capacity of 35 million cubic feet 
at-a cost of $5 million of which Jordan will contribute $1 million. 

■ A five-year study by the Ministry of Transport has concluded 
that there will be a need for 1000 new buses with an overall capaci¬ 
ty of 4000 passengers. The study said the new buses, which will 
serve inner Amman routes, will be run by private sector compa¬ 
nies. 

■ The Water Authority will announce tenders worth over JD 20 
million to expand and improve water networks in Fuheis, Sait and 
Irbid. The tenders include Ihe set up of water treatment stations in 
Salt, Jerash and Wadi Eseer. 


Off the record! 


■ A small US telephone company, International Discount 
Telecommunications Corp,, claims thaL its new "peace phone" service 
"connects enemy countries such ns Israel and the Arabs." A release by 
the company received by The Star says the service, which began on 9 
July, already enables telephone calls between Israel and Syria among 
other Arab countries. 

Subscribers calla predcsighated number in the United States and ask 
to be connected Lo any number around the world. The company says 
"it's impossible for governments to reverse the process." 
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Eastern Art Report is the foremost international bi-monthly magazine covering the whole span of the visual 
arts of Asia—from the Middle East to Japan. The traditional and contemporary aspects of the arts of the 
• Islamic world and of South and Southeast Asia , China and Japan are examined in authoritative articles , 

... interviews and reviews ip each bimonthly.issue ■ 

; Highlights of the current issue 
Interview.with Sheikha Hu$sa A1 Sabah 
■ v-.:;i' ''■■■ ’:U Interview with' G £za Feh4rv£ri ' 

' V .; Interview, with Miciiael Franses ; 
Reviewof ^l Andalus>,tiie Granada exhibition ■ 
Wooden ScdjJtutes fronT SQuth Ihdia, by Geoi'ge Michell. ; „ 

Reports fronvthe Brooklyn Museum symposium on Islamic Textiles and the 


plus regular features including Infemation^j Diary, Reviews and Previews'/ 1 / 
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Jerash Festival in retrospect: 

Festival fails to serve heightened 

expectations 


By Vesnu Masharqa 

Special to The Star 

THE JERASH Festival lorch has 
been extinguished once again. 
For the last 11 years it has repre¬ 
sented Jordan's biggest annual 
cultural event, a festival of activi¬ 
ties gathering every kind of artis¬ 
tic genre and member or Jordani¬ 
an society. But now that the 
festival is over, the inevitable 
questions have been raised: Suc¬ 
cess or fai]urc7 Some say nei¬ 
ther. Anything new? Most say 
no, it was much the some as in 


former years. 

There arc some who tradition¬ 
ally judge the festival by atten¬ 
dance figures and audience reac¬ 
tion. However, to evaluate the 
festival as a success, its defined 
character and objectives must be 
considered above all. Festival di¬ 
rector, Mr Akram Masarwah, de¬ 
scribed the event ns "a spectacu¬ 
lar cultural and art celebration, 
seen as an annual crowning for¬ 
um for the procession of cultural 
and artistic expression and excel¬ 
lence throughout Jordan and the 
Arab world." This, he explained. 


should provide Jordanian, Arab 
and international cultural and ar¬ 
tistic talent with a platform for 
public expression. 

Evidently, the dimensions of 
this year's festival were under¬ 
mined by the Gulf war and the 
problem of the Amman-Irbid 
highway, which is still under con¬ 
struction. Despite a program 
which addressed many different 
areas such as Arab poetry, thea¬ 
ter, music concerts, choral 
groups and, for the first time, a 
children's program, it was none¬ 
theless concluded that die festival 


was limited and lacked variety. 

According to Abu Khalcd Ba- 
trawi, a politics and arts commen¬ 
tator from the Occupied Territo¬ 
ries, the festival failed to feature 
new trends in Jordanian culture; 
nor did it succeed in its foremost 
task of promoting the modem 
Jordanian spirit. 

For the audience, the two major 
issues were the organizational 
and artistic aspects of the festival. 
On the surface, transportation, 
ticket distribution and the festi¬ 
val's site facilities were deemed 
to have functioned well. Trans- 



Royal Jordanian flies - yon daily: and; directly to 'North 
America with Five weekly .flights to New York and two 
Weekly flights to Montreal and Toronto: P ■ 

Convenient ^scheduling with mid-day flights on board our 
modem wide bodied aircraft.will make your long journey 
seem ; shorter. Fly every Tuesday, Wednesday,- Friday. 
Saturday And Sunday . from Amman to New York with 
immediate connectibtis tp^onward destinations. Thi$ is ift 
; addition.tb:Qur Monday and Thursday flights to Montreal 
andTbronto in,Canada. : • 

For more' lnf6niii»flon ah3:wj^siiOTs' ii.lease' coii!aqt. y^or. : iraWt agent 

Royal;Jordanian offices/;. . ; ; -/..r \ • \ y ,- 
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porumon arrangements were m 
vided daily by the Amman JETT 
company and the public transnon 
authoniics oflrbid, Salt and fi! 
qa. High ticket prices prevented 
many from attending, yet ih e 5 
rash South Theater was full fo, 
every show. w 

Many of those who attended 
the festival complained that Z 
program did not cater to their 
tasLcs. Furthermore, visually the 
festival was lacking; concert per- 
fonners stood idly behind micro- 
phones accompanied by hidden 
musicians, while the atmosphere 
was more akin to a recording stu¬ 
dio session than a live perfor¬ 
mance. Critics demanded more 
spectacular shows with more 
imagination and creativity. 

The same, dull stance was 
adopted at the poetry readings, 
with a setting reminiscent of a 
congress hall. Poets sat around a 
long table equipped with water 
jugs, glasses and microphones, 
while the audience sat and fidget¬ 
ed, struggling to peerpast glitter¬ 
ing spot lights and TV camera 
men. In a TV and video age, the 
argument followed that the mod¬ 
em cultural consumer expects au¬ 
dio-visual harmony combined 
with excitement, dynamics and 
beauty. 

Sadly, all of the artists seemed 
rigid and artistically unfamiliar 
with the tastes of the Jordanian 
audience, but who is to be 
blamed for repetitive shows and 
an inadequate understanding of 
the audience's values — the orga¬ 
nizers, who failed to revise artis¬ 
tic standards, or the performers 
themselves? 

Levels of quality varied greatly 
at the festival. There were bril¬ 
liant works of art such as Douraid 
Lahham's play "The Happy Bird' 
and the Milhani Barakat concert. 
Others were artistically inferior 
but were well received, such as 
the Julia Boutros concert and 
Lahham's "Rainmaker" play. 
There were also shows that were 
poorly attended but of good artis¬ 
tic quality, such as those of the 
Arab Music Institute and the Uni¬ 
versity of Yarmouk and Ruh Al- 
Quds chorus. 

The poetry offered this year 
was also a conglomerate of dif¬ 
ferent artistic levels. In the opin¬ 
ion of local poet Youssef Abdul 
Aziz, "The Jerash festival offered 
little more than a repetition of die 
same names and low artistic qual¬ 
ity." ■ r t : 

Abu Khalcd Balrawi expressed 
disappointment at the absence of 
Palestinian poets from the Occu¬ 
pied Territories. "Jordan is'.'our 
only window to the world, 1 !, nc 
said. "The only place where W 
can introduce ourselves and gel. 
to know other Arab artists. The 
Jerash Festival didn’t give enbugh 
consideration to this fact.". \ 

A final aspect to the festival r 
program was the participation;^ 
local groups, albeit rather mea¬ 
gre. Certain, contributions, sutn 
as The Royal Cultural Ceflj? r i 
Ballet Group, were sad examples 
of how local institutions do not 
respect the art they are promol-.. 
Ing, nor the festival itself. 


Robert Adam: Master architect 

Bicentenary of a Scottish genius 




negative, however. Positivei tor 
. port must be given io ihe locaj 
. media, the ' newly’-estaMwJ 
press committee and ihO Jeram 
' Daily bulletin, 1 who worked hjy 
at covering the festival's $ched; 
,-tile. ’ ’ '■ 

Arid sb the festival Wasson: 
.the same as in previous yearn-«!: 

• though it can be expected td con 
tmup; as; an intellectual,, eu 
; and anistic platform, : it ; pan 
improve by 'r 


By Michael Leech 
Special to The Slur 

^crN ARCHITECTURE 
Ssto raise hackles among the 
£h, from the crisp comments 
rfftince Charles to the wounded 
£ of the defenders of an art 
S claim is now in a very bud 
m But whatever the views cm 
uU/s buildings, those ot earlier 
as arc rarely criticized — and 
gj in particular esteem arc the 
glass and public buildings of 
tot bright son of Scotland, Rob¬ 
ot Adam, who died 200 years 
sain 1792. 

To mark the bicentenary there 
taw been exhibitions, events and 
dBCUssions of his work, especial¬ 
ly in Scotland. and perhaps more 
importantly, this yenr the non- 
expert visitor to Britain can ad- / 
Imre the many fine Adam build- 
iags which are open to the public. 

With his brother James he 
founded a family concent — but 
Robert, bom in 1728, was the 
genius and to him the laurels arc 
warded. He built magnificent 
houses, was the most influential 
architect and designer of his day 
tA established a style, much ns 
tithe Italian genius Palladio in 
ourlicr century. 

h 1754 Robert went to Italy to 
tody architecture and archucolo- 
ry, and stayed In and around 
Rome for three years, employing 
draughtsmen to draw the great 
classical mins. Herculaneum and 
tonpeii had not long been dis¬ 
covered, and these long-buried 
aes provided rich rewards from 
Hire monuments to fine details. 
Adam's designs were not re¬ 
acted to buildings.— he also 
wied out many ulterior design 
.schemes and provided fillings 
ad. furniture. One or the pleas¬ 
es of visiting his buildings is 
to the interiors may also he his 
: “sometimes even the chairs, ta- 
«es iml flrc screens. Greece was 
w neglected In the brothers' 
schemes; they studied 
J fottf volumes of 'The An- 
^ of Athens' which nppeured 
1760s. For most of this 
, fade, Robert was architect to 
%Ocorge III. 

■ -visitor who enjoys stylo 
W grandeur will find plenty of 
-.{rf.buildings to admire in 
.55 They are mainly conccn- 
vHf* “Bain areas — London 
M’fcmxmds, the Midlands, 
and his native Scot- 

. Crural London, the grandest 
.. pudding is Apsley House 
iiU - W Comer. It includes 
i'-S' 1 ? 1 ^ Wyau, undertaken 
., g the. house was the h6me of 
.■.^Pgtom "the Iron Duke", and 
: care of the Victoria 

Museum. Unfortunate- 
' T!" Is closed to the public 
? c bicentennial year 
•• -iSSS fcfui-bishmcm. 

. “V.Whitehall, the handsome 
-PiSPP* ^ Old Admirtd- 
• sculpted ships. Is 

and between ;the 
®JjnheThapies, the broth- 
“iphi. dcveloptncnL was 
fCplaced; by: a massive 
Week -7- fcmt a few of their 

*23*?: be.seen. 

:jJ“i-ha8 . g6nie of their 
JW Robert.himself lived at 
Street. ■- 











Hare wood, one of Adam's Yorkshire houses 


Adam's Pulteney Bridge, Bath 





ItTTn 





ihe center of 
W,'there are grander 
^ On 1 thq edge of ■ 
Wipto the^ north; is 
wtethe. mi«ioni pro* . 
-..jeUiq^ fpr. ,the great 


paintings of the Iveagh Bequest. 

To the west, 16th century Osier- | 
ley Park was remodelled by | 
Adam, and the decoration and || 
furnishing of the State Rooms " 
show his splendid neo-classical 
designs. Nearby, across Hie river 
from new Gardens, Syon House 
is another stately home with ele¬ 
gant Adam intenors. 

His buildings arc scattered 
around England. In Surrey, 
Hatch land Park near Guildford 
has the earliest known Adam in¬ 
teriors, and 200 miles south-west 
the large and imposing Saltram 
I louse near Plymouth has his sa¬ 
loon anil dining room designs. 

The Duke of Northumberland 
employed Adam for almost 20 
years m Alnwick Casilc in the 
north-east and he also designed 
the gatehouse at Kimbolloii Cas- , 
tie. Cambridgeshire. . 

Kedlcsion Hall near Derby is 
lurgely his work, and the palatial, 
mansion has one of the architect's 
finest interiors. Yorkshire is rich 
in Adam buildings, from Imre- 
wood to Newby Hall and Nostcll 
Priory -- all with his interiors. 

He designed churches at Gun;on 
(Norfolk) mul Binlcy in the West 
Midlands and Bath's charming 
Pultcncy Bridge, flanked with 
small shops, is also his work. . 

Scotland's many Adam omm- 
[tigs include beautiful Mcllcrstam • 
in the Borders, begun by William 
Adam in 1725 and completed by 
son Robert in 1778; the grandiose 
Hopetoun House near Edinburgh, 
another family affair which in¬ 
volved not only rather and Rob¬ 
ert, but also brother John mid. 
overlooking invemess Firth, Fort 
George which contains a military 
museum and was built under the 
brothers' instruction. _ . 

One of Robert's mastcqueccs is 
Ihe mnjcstic Culzean Castle on 
the Ayrshire coast, which has 
been in the care of the National 
Trust for Scotland since 1945 — 
its 560-acre grounds became 
. Scotland's first country park m 
1969. The' Trust owns three 
buildings on the north sidc of 
' Charlotte square, Edinbwgh. per- 
haps Adam's (ImsI urban arcb- 

• lecture. You can visit No. 7, im¬ 
maculately; restored - and 

.S 

townhouse.lifc. ■. 

As well ais Oiarlotte square, the, 

Scottish capital is * cm# 

■ Adam's work:. Y ,sllors w 

• burgh cart admire the,.extenor-of. 

■ princess StreeV and the.JRoyai 
* - ■ College f. Physic^ Qj 1 ^" 

tiStrpeL H4' a studehlat the 

- Univeiiityrif Edinburgh,;, and, 


aL 


I i r n . 
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Adam staircase 


Adam celling In the Marble Hall , Kenwood House 


EXPLORING SCIENCE 

is an exhibition you can reaiiy get your 

HANDS ON! 



Lots of interactive! exhibits 
that all the family wilt enjoy r . 

A BRITISH COUNCIL PRESENTATION ; 

, At The British Council, 

Rainbow Street, off First Circle, Jebel Amman 
Tel 636147/8 

Open 10 am to 8pm daily; July 25 to August 19 

ADMISSION FREE! 
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Regional 

Business 

Report 

KIO changes its 
investment strategy 

■ THE Kuwait Investment office 
is changing the mix of its invest¬ 
ments having been left with un 
"unbalanced portfolio" after the 
crisis sale of around half its as¬ 
sets following the Oulf War. 

According to a financier with a 
close knowledge of the KIO — 
which has between $30 billion 
and $35 billion under manage¬ 
ment, down from a peak twice as 
great before the Gulf War — the 
London-based body is also re¬ 
turning to a policy of becoming a 
more passive investor in compa¬ 
nies. 

In the 1980s, the KIO became 
known as an aggressive purchaser 


of big strategic stakes in political¬ 
ly sensitive companies, such as 
Midland Bunk. The fund has be¬ 
come reluctant to exceed the 3 
per cent level of equity in vest- 
mem at which ait interest in a 
quoted UK company must be dis¬ 
closed, unless the investment is 
seen as an outstanding prospect. 

The financier said the pressure 
on the KIO to remit hinds for the 
rebuilding of Kuwait has eased. 
On the other hand, the fund does 
not expect to receive new injec¬ 
tions of funds from the Gulf for 
at least a year. 

The sell-off of investment in 
the past years is understood to have 
left the KIO with an inappropri¬ 
ate mix of assets. It is now turn¬ 
ing its attention to "rebalancing" 
its remaining investments. 


=liJsi IJI 

Large new investment funds 
will not be available to the KIO 
until Kuwait's oil production has 
relumed to its pre-war level of 
1.5 million barrels a day — a tar¬ 
get the government is confident 
of reaching early next year. 

It is understood that Mr All 
Rashid A1 Bader, the KlO's new 
president, will oversee a relative¬ 
ly cautious investment strategy 
and avoid the sort of high-profile 
investment manoeuvres it has oc¬ 
casionally undertaken in the past. 

Current management is under¬ 
stood to be keen to avoid initia¬ 
tives such as Ercros, the Spanish 
chemicals group in which the 
KIO holds a 39 per cent slake. 
The KIO is preparing to pump 
more money into Ercros to support 
the view that it is not about to ex¬ 
tricate itself from Spain altogeth¬ 
er. 

Nor is it expected in the short 
term to offload large publicly dis¬ 
closed equity interests such as its 
9.9 per cent stake in BP. 

Peugeot to start car 
assembly in Egypt 

■ PEUGEOT, the French car 
maker, has signed an agreement 
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Peugeot 405: Now to be assembled In Egypt 



to start assembly in Egypt — the 
fruit of 11 years of tortuous nego¬ 
tiations. 

The group has set up a 51 per 
ccnt-owncd joint venture with its 
Egyptian distributor, CDC Wajih 
Abaza, and with the local subsidi¬ 
aries of two French banks to 
make up to 10,000 cars a year for 
an initial investment of FFr10 
million at an existing jeep plant 
near Cairo. 

Peugeot is the latest cor group 
to show interest in Egypt since 
the improvement in the country's 
credit-worthiness after last year's 
accord by the IMF and World 
Bank to forgive half its official 
debt. 

This is also the latest step in 
Peugeot's campaign to expand 
production in developing mar- 
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kets, after a similar accord in Po¬ 
land in the spring, and the sian- 
up or production or medium¬ 
sized 405 saloons in Argentina in 
May. 

The Egyptian venture will also 
make 405s, with production due 
to start later next year, at an ini- 
lial annual output of 1,500 cars, 
with full production in four years. 

The plum, owned by Arab 
American Vehicles, a joint ven¬ 
ture between Chrysler and a con¬ 
sortium of Arub investors, cur¬ 
rently makes jeeps Tor the 
Egyptian army. 

Peugeot plans to include 20 per 
cent of locally mndc components 
in the first year, building up to 30 
per cent in year two. To help 
build up-local content. Peugeot is 
encouraging French component 
makers such as Valeo to strike 
co-operation accords with Egyp¬ 
tian suppliers. 

Peugeot's competitors include 
General Motors, which makes 
commercial vehicles in Egypt 
and recently signed an accord to ’ 
make medium-sized cars. Citroen 
is negotiating for a local assem¬ 
bly accord, as arc Suzuki or Ja¬ 
pan and Hyundai of South Korea. 

Egypt Inis recently given the 
go-ahead for other cur-making 
joini ventures. General Motors 
Egypt, which ulrcudy builds light 
trucks, is to produce passenger 
cars beginning next year. Egypt 
Suzuki will assemble mini-vans 
and trucks. A group of Egyptian 
businessmen plans to build Rus¬ 
sian Aleko passenger cars. 

Iranian banks delay 
payments 

■ IRANIAN banks, which usual¬ 
ly have an exemplary payments 
record, have been delaying pay¬ 
ments on letters of credit for die. 
past three weeks. , . [ 

The delays come at a bad lime 
for Iran, us the UK Export Cred¬ 
its Guarantee Department contin¬ 
ues negotiations with the Iranian 
government aimed at establishing 
medium-term cover for Iran, '. iY 
The delays result from tho loos¬ 
ening of . controls by the Bank 
Markazi, the contraf bank, which 
wants to remove itself from the 
commercial arena. Bank Markazi 
used to open all letters of credit 
but it has now transferred this, to 
commercial banks. , . . 

Some of the Iranian.banks have 
taken out interbank loans to ease ■ 
the problem and Bank; Markazi s 




lion into the ■ banking system 
about 10 days ago. • 

The banks have also come’un¬ 
der pressure because Bank Mar-- 
kuzi restricted the supply of hajv 
currency In mid-May, leaving the, 

hanks to settle outsiondjng uw>t 

by going to the open market. 
shortage of foreign \ cxbnangc 




of oil income. The price 
Was expectcdio remain, high after 
the Gulf War, This year for ex-, 
ample, Iran riiay find iisclf eam- 

ing only $14, billion in oiLrtvfr 
hues instead';pt an :i csiinintco 
$16.6 billion; V-L 


:. Down payments ■■ dn 'prjJgr 


opment .plan havc jmjrqascu 
strain on resources. I ! ; 
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Let the 
Barcelona 
games begin! 

• Pierre de Couheriin, the man 
who started it all, would be 
amazed. 

Bigger, brasher and costlier 
ihan ever, the greatest show on 
earth has opened in Barcelona 
with 15,600 athletes and officials 
from a record 172 eligible na¬ 
tions in the Games or the 25th 
Olympiad. 

^Everything is in place," said 
Pasqual Maragull, mayor of Bar¬ 
celona and president of the 

a ic organizing committee 
t a week before the open¬ 
ing ceremony, such was his con¬ 
fidence in the efficiency of this 
organization of the Games. 

It is all a far cry from 1896, 
when de Coubertin, a French bar¬ 
on, revived the Olympics of an¬ 
cient Greece. 

Then, just 311 athletes — all 
men — from 13 nations gathered 
in Athens for the first modem 
Games, funded by the sale of 
souvenir stamps and medals. 

The world has conic a long 
way loo since 1988 when the So¬ 
viet Union and East Germany 
dominated the medals table at the 
Seoul Olympics. 

In their place arc the Common¬ 
wealth of Independent States and 
Ocorgia, former Soviet republics 
competing as one for the first and 
last lime, and the first unified 
German team for 28 years. 

Back too are South Africa — 
returning to the Olympic fold af¬ 
ter 32 years as pariahs over apart¬ 
heid— the Baltic states of Esto¬ 
nia, Latvia and Lithuania, and 
Cuba, Caribbean stayaways since 
1980. 

The Barcelona Gomes arc tho 
rtrsi slnco Munich in 1972 to be 
. (parapolitical boycott. 

Even tiny Albania, once Eu¬ 
rope's most isolated counlry, 
tore (hero when an archer let 
joow a burning arrow to light the 
Olympic flame. 

. h Barcelona, the Games mean 
to havo seen a 70-ycar-long 
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The US basketball squad (from left): Charles Barkley, David Robinson, John Stockton , Karl Malone, Michael Jordon , Chris 
Mullin, Patrick Ewing , Ixtrry Bird, Magic Johnson and Scottie Pippen. Not pictured are Clyde Drexler and Christian Laettner, 

Superstars at the Olympics 

The USA 'Dream Team 1 


• Forget It! No one can beat 
the USA"Dream Team". 

Forget that the 11 NBA su¬ 
perstars aren't familiar with 
each other. Forget their unfa- 
miliarity with International 
rules. Forget that they haven't 
faced zone defenses. Forget that 
the US hasn't won an interna¬ 
tional competition since 1984. 

Michuel Jordan. Magic John¬ 
son. Charles Barkley. Karl Ma¬ 
lone. David Robinson. Putrick 
Ewing. Clyde Drexler. Scottie 
Pippen. Chris Mullin. 

Slosh some of the names 
around your brain, for a few 
seconds and then let them sink 
in. There's Just no way anybody 
can bent them. 

"We have so many weapons 
and It's very difficult for teams 
to cover all our weapons," 
couch Chuck Daly said. 

As If I lie deck wasn't already 
stacked in (he Americans' fa¬ 
vor, (lie foreign powers whose 
victories over college players 
led USA Basketball to turn to 
(he NBA are not so powerful 
any more. 

The political upheaval In 
Eastern Europe lias had the ef¬ 
fect of n giant machete chop¬ 
ping great basketball teams into 
small pieces. 

The outstanding Yugoslav 
team that won the 1990 world 
championship doesn't exist. The 


remnants of that team wound 
up in Slovenia and Croatia, al¬ 
though it's still a medal threat 
with Drazen Pe- 
trovic of the 

New Jersey w I 

Nets and Toni 
Kukoc, the best 
non-NBA 
player In Eu¬ 
rope. -Bared 

The Soviet 

Union, the de- 

fending Olyin- _ 

pic gold medal¬ 
lists, are also history. The best 
of that team now play for tiny 
Lithuania, which boasts Saru- 
nas Marciuiionls of the Golden 
State Warriors and Arvidus 

Sabonls, probably the only for¬ 
eign player capable of giving 
Ewing and Robinson a real bat¬ 
tle nt center. 

Revenge is not the world the 
NBA stars use when asked why 
they are playing. It's basically a 
desire to prove, once and for 
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Q$9 


ail, they are the best 
"We taught the Europeans 
how to play basketball, but I 
don't think 

- 1 anyone can 

A really run with 

J this US team," 

^ Daly said. 

. "I was watcli- 
ing when Rus- 
a’92 - sia beat our 

P guys and they 
lifted the coach 
up like they 
had beaten 
America's best," Malone said. 
"I have an attitude about it 
now, and it's the same down 
the line." 

"We're here to regain the 
pride and dignity of US basket¬ 
ball and kill these guys if we 
can," Jordan snid. "We want 
people to remember that this is 
where the game was created . 11 

Critics of having the NDA 
players in the Olympics have 
also questioned whether the ex- 



K eeled blowouts will cross the 
ounduries of fairness. 

When international competi¬ 
tion was weaker, the 1956 
American Olympic team won 
by an average of 53.5 paints, a 
standard the Dream Team met 
in the Tourrtament of the 
Americans. 

"A lot of people are con¬ 
cerned with our margins of vic¬ 
tory," Daly said, "But 1 think 
in the long run, seeing this 
team will inspire more kids' in¬ 
terest in basketball around (he 
world. 

"We don’t believe we have 
too much talent on this team," 
Johnson said. "It's what we do. 
Europeans are not embar¬ 
rassed to bring over an all-star 
team in soccer. That's their 
game, just like tills Is our 
game." 

"It's so obvious the US Is go¬ 
ing to win that they should just 
give them the gold modul right 
now," Croatian star Dino said. 
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the ameriean language center 

THE AMERICAN LANGUAGE CENTER 
IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE ITS 
FALL. 1992 SESS ON 
AUGUST 11 -29 SEPTEMBER 

After School Courses for Young People, - . 7 ‘ ‘ 

Ages 12 - 17: . 

Advanced Conversation 

Study Skills r " • ’ ..v ' • . ; ■ ■ . • 

TOEFLPreportiaon ! 1-'K; 
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• General English Skills Levels 1-6 ' . r ’ • ••• ’ , 

" Intermediate TOEFL Preparation Levels 5- p : • , ' . ■ - 

Technical Writing Lovels 6 - 7 , . ; /; : 

f . Medical English Levels 4 - 5 .. .: •. : / ' ' . '•* . •; 

AdVancedTCfflFL Preparation Level 7 : .»J * •' 

: Advanced Conversation Level 7 ^ \ .<■■■'■ • .'r 

Business English Level 5-6;:■ vi.. : ■; 

' Professional(JbmmunicaiionLevel *. • 

AdvanffJd Academic Study Skills Level 8 . '.-'""V, 

Each, course is 80 1 contact hours, i ;; X :• ; ; , ■ *: 

. flease coll 659*859 for times and ; fee;^tnicture. 

^ flawifient Examai •: ■«; 

, Nejv.siudents shpuld register for a placement exam time and-date; pr eaq. For an appolntrpqU, 

’ July 30 and August ^0 ■„ :[ : 

j;0:DQ.aWi iol2:QQ am; l;0Opmto.3:0Opm;4iCUpiiilo;ft0G : " 
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Do you see where they 
are hiding their 
cluster bombs... 




Iraq's agriculture 
ministry 


Jalal Rifn'i 


Punishing the Iraqis 

- THE STAND-OFF between the United Nations and Iraq over the laucr's 
refusal to allow a UN inspection team to enter the agriculture ministry in 
Baghdad has ended peacefulty. A compromise has defused the crisis and 
the threat of yet another militaiy strike by the United Slates and its Gulf 
War allies against Iraq has been postponed — for the time being at least. 

This incident coincided, with a decision last week by the UN Sanctions 
Committee in the Security Council to maintain its economic siege of 
Iraq. The reasons for this extension were the same as before; mainly 
Iraq's refusal to abide by all pertinent UN resolutions regarding Its arsen¬ 
al of non-convemional weapons. Us refusal to participate in a committee 
to redraw its borders with Kuwait and its rejection of proposals to sell its 
oil under strict conditions. 

While both parties claimed victory over the resolution of the ministry 
of agriculture stand-off, the Iraqi people were definitely the only losers 
as a result of the verdict of the Sanctions Committee to keep the sanc¬ 
tions on Iraq. In fact, one can safely say that the sanctions will continue 
so long as President Saddam Hussein remains in power. While this is not 
the declared objective of the United Nations, it certainly is the goal of 
the one country that controls iL 

The United States refuses to rc-negotiate a better and more just deal for 
the Iraqi people while its old scores with President Saddam remain unset¬ 
tled. in the last few days, we have seen a euphoric President Bush pre¬ 
paring to campaign for his rc-clcction bringing the Gulf War arid Sad¬ 
dam Hussein back Into the center stage of American politics. President 
Bush, whose domestic performance has become a major, liability in the 
polls,.is using the Iraq-busting technique to boost his popularity at the 
expense of innocent Iraqis. 

This approach frightens us. It is inconceivable to us to understand how 
two years alter the sanctions were first slammed against Iraq, the Bush 
administration can still believe it can help bring the regime of Saddam 
Hussein down. So far the only victims of this sad affair have been the 
children of Iraq and those who have noLhing left to live or die fan 
What astounds us even more is the fact that the United States continues ' 
United.Nations to destroy a nation of 18 million, a member of 
thp UN and a country that has tremendous cultural, debnomio and social 
va uc m this region. The cast on the United Nations has been phenome¬ 
nal in tcims of the erosion pf its credibility and the loss of its .impartlali- 

The. UN is becoming an instrument of US policies, its secretary general 

th ® u S3iata Department and its members silent specta¬ 
tors in an endless farce. : \ . 

“gfi*?. Httfo'effort to justify its bending of its 

,own roles. While it uses the UN and international law to ostracize and 

gS to keep Israel away from the jurisdiction of the 

Security Council.and Its resolutions. 

It is lime to ease up the /sanctions and allow the Iraqi people to rebuild 
KiSSW Bysh's personal dliel wilhSaddam Can confirt-. 

ShSu? at Iraqi people imo the! middle. No legal or human- / 
^sraryingja niiUon orj denying 1U citizens the right to 
Lf Js accused of expropriating the human rights . 

or his people, .then; President Bush will viewed, by history >aS the man 1 
wpo expropriated the lives of thousands qf innocent lraqis.'B, ‘ 
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CHILE UNDER PINQCHET: A Nation 
of Enemies. Pamela Constable & Arturo 
Valenzeula. Norton £ 17.95. 

By Colin Harding 

U WILL be some lime before ihc ghosis 
of Chile's recent, iraumaiic past arc finally 
laid lo rest. Il is two years since General 
Pinochci, after 17 years in power, reluc¬ 
tantly handed over the presidential sash to 
his civilian successor, but he continues to 
brood on as commander-in-chief of the 
armed forces, nursing a heart condition 
and badly bruised feelings. 

There arc many other unsavory relics; 
Michael Townlcy, an American-bom, 
DINA, and convicted murderer of an ex¬ 
iled Chilean politician in Washington 16 
years ago, now faces charges in an Italian 
court for die attempted assassination of an¬ 
other leading exile in Rome in 1975. 

Unlike other Latin American countries 
that lived through "dirty wars” against sub¬ 
version in the Seventies and Eighties, 
Chile's present government has declined to 
solve the problem of how to bring the tor¬ 
turers and kidnappers lo book and how to 
compensate the relatives of their victims. 

Yet Chile is treading the danaerous mid¬ 
dle ground between vengeance and impu¬ 
nity with considerable skill and even suc¬ 
cess: President Patricio Aylwin is about to 
set up a National Organization of Repara¬ 
tion and Reconciliation lo deal with many 
human rights cases still pending from the 
long night of the military dictatorship. 

As this powerful and persuasive book re¬ 
minds us, the Chilean tragedy that began 
with the military overthrow of President 
Salvador Allcndc's left-wing government 
on 11 September, 1973, captured the imag¬ 
ination and sympathy of a whole genera¬ 
tion. The success of the Ariel Dorfman 
play Death and the Malden , which played 
to packed houses all over the world, sug¬ 
gests the Chilean experience has lost none 
of its universal relevance. 

Pamela Constable and Arturo Valenzue¬ 
la have produced a highly readable book 
that should both satisfy specialists and ap¬ 
peal to the mythical general reader. In a 
fruitful collaboration between an American 
journalist and a Chilean academic, they de¬ 
scribe the decline of a civilized society 
into a reign of terror, and its extraordinary 
rc-cmcrgencc as a mature,and confident 
democracy. 

Chile always prided ilsclf on being dif¬ 
ferent from the 1 rest oF Latin America; an 
Island of democratic politics and the rule 
of law in a turbulent sea of coups and tyr¬ 
anny,, with a largo and cultivated middle 
class that enjoyed being described as the 
English of Latin America." 

It was a rigidly stratified society, but ihc 
system worked well enough as long as eve¬ 
rybody played by the rules. By the early 
. Seventies, after a decade or political fer¬ 
ment arid growing polarization, it all 
proved too much: Chile had become a "na¬ 
tion of enemies." 

.■ Enter August© Pinochet Ugarie, who 
was appointed commander of the army by 
President Allcndc only a few weeks before 
the coup. Ho was regarded as an apolitical, 
professional officer, plodding rather than 

brilliant and, above ail, reliable* 

-. 11 PWrcd W be a costly error of judge¬ 
ment. The Chilean military had traditional¬ 
ly remained aloof from politics, but after 
General Pinochet put himself at the head 
of > conspiracy, that he only, appears to ; 



have discovered at the last moment, he 
showed himself, to be an ami-Communist 
warrior of unparalleled ferocity, 

He resolved to end the "drunken binge 
of ideas" of the Allcndc regime and finish 
orr the "diabolical Marxists" once and for 
all. Chile's civilized veneer fell away and 
cultivated people, brain washed by haired, 
found themselves condoning or preferring 
lo remain unaware of, terrible things that 
were done in the name of "Western val¬ 
ues." 

Constable and Valenzuela look at the 
impact or all this on each element of socie¬ 
ty in turn, from the military and their 
young civilian technocrats to the victims 
of the no-holds-barred, free-market revolu¬ 
tion they led. 

Their book is mercifully free of polemi¬ 
cal intent and, while pulling no punches 
about the sinister underpinnings of the Pi¬ 
nochet dictatorship, it makes the wide¬ 
spread fear engendered by the unrestrained 
ideological ferment and Wei mar-style In¬ 
flation of the Allcndc years comprehensi¬ 
ble, and shows why about 40 per cent of 
the electorate still voted Tor Pinochet in the 
1988 referendum. 

Not the least of the authors' achieve¬ 
ments is a full-lengLh portrait of Pinochci, 
who emerges as a compelled, cunning and 
ultimately almost tragic figure, pelted with 
rotten tomatoes on the day he bunded oyer 
power, bewildered by the ingratitude of a 
people he had served so long and, by his 
own lights so selfishly. 

Perhaps the general's most durable lega¬ 
cy will turn out to be the construction of 
an economic model that his civilian suc¬ 
cessors have left virtually intact, Chile has 
long been a favourite of the international 
financial community, since the days in the 
mid-Scvcmies when the "Chicago Boys" 
turned the country into a laboratory for 
radical frcc-markcl experiments. - ' 

Pinochet, .or course, had set his sights 
higher than this. He wanted to make histo¬ 
ry, to turn Chile Into a developed country \ 
in a generation, while sweeping away the ; 
"politicizing, sectarianism mid demago¬ 
guery" of the corrupt parties and ideo¬ 
logues who had almost succeeded in 
wrecking his beloved country. Instead, he 
had to suffer ihe humiliation of seeing the 
Christian Democrats, radicals: and social¬ 
ists whom he'had banished to outer dark- ! 
ness return to poWcr and start asking lm*. i 
pertinent and unwelcome questions about- 
his human rights record. 

The great survivor, who saw off all hi*: . 
military rivals, finally lost out lo the de- j 
spised politics, who have shown; laudable 
maturity in finally overcoming their differ* i 
dices and pulling Chile back from, the i 
abyss. ■ ■ ' 1 
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Keeping Boris on the MidEast IttTtut- 


peace bandwagon 


By Sajid Rizvi 
Special to The Star 

LONDON — It's little less thnn a shock to 
the system of what used to be the towering 
global presence or Soviet diplomacy that, 
almost overnight in historical Lcrnis, its 
scope and size has been whittled down to 
the bare ground by the onrush of events. 

But scale and potential arc a matter of 
perception. The principal successors to the 
USSR, still ensconced in the Kremlin, arc 
the selfsame whccicr-dcatcrs who trotted 
the earth' to project Moscow's will on 
friends and foes alike. What's gone — and 
that remairfs important — is the strategic 
nuclear leverage. 

The loss of destructive nuclear capability 
comparable to that of the United States 
need not deprive Russia, or its leader Boris 
Yeltsin, of constructive potential. 

Nowhere was the former Soviet Union 
more intensively and delicately involved in 
international diplomacy than in the Middle 
East. Il is partly to be credited for putting 
Palestinian-Israeli negotiations on the Mid¬ 
dle Eastern agenda. 

The Soviet hunger for influence helped 
trigger the arms race, but other major pow¬ 
ers with similar motives fuelled it. Mos¬ 
cow gave platform to causes, not necessar¬ 
ily linked to its discredited ideology of 
communism, where such opportunities 
were not available. The USSR offered an 
alternative view which was not always 
jaundiced. 

Why then should its heirs, Russia or the 
Commonwealth of Independent Slates at 
large, have to suffer ignominy when they 
espouse greater openness and a govern¬ 
ment with a human face? The case for a 
post-USSR rote Tor Moscow is explored by 
Professor Galia Golan, director of the 
Mayrock Centre Tor Soviet and East Euro- 

K Research at the Hebrew University, 
talcm and visiting professor at Ihc 
Univcreity of Irvine, California. 

' "Politically," she says in her study, Mos- 


Come in! 






cow and (he Middle East, for the Royal In¬ 
stitute for International Affairs, "il has al¬ 
ready become clear that the interest and 
role of the former Soviet Union in the Mid¬ 
dle East is marginal. 

"Indistinguishable from the United 
Stales in its policies, weakened and preoc¬ 
cupied with internal strife, Moscow, even 
before the break-up of the Union, had vir¬ 
tually ceased lo be a player in the Middle 
East arena in any but a purely symbolic 
way." 

Nevertheless, she points out that the 
United States has continued to gram Rus¬ 
sia a certain status, relating to it as if il still 
were a world power. Yeltsin's' response lo 
that elevated status remains uncertain, part¬ 
ly because of his preoccupation with do¬ 
mestic problems: Bui there arc strong argu¬ 
ments for a Russian/CIS role in the Middle 
East. 

To start with, Russia still offers an alter¬ 
native viewpoint, albeit within the US 


Documents show US-Saudi 
complicity on oil issues, 

WASHINGTON — The US and Saudi Arabia, which have long rejected the widespread 
.belief that they work together to influence the world oil market, have in fact cooperated 

• extensively on .oil issues for many years, US State Department documents and govern- 

toent legal papers confirm. ' • , 

; During the Reagan and Bush administrations, the documents show, the Saudis nave 
sometimes informed the US in advance of key moves they planned to make at meetings 

Ihc Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (Opce) and have consulted US offi- 
,-rials about marketing initiatives. 

... ^ officials have often discussed the price of oil with the Saudis and other friendly pro- 
. Queers, the documents reveal, not asking for any particular price but emphasizing the con- • 
sequences if prices were to move outside a certain range. 

1 This appears to contradict repeated assertions by the Reagan and Bush administrations 
ihat they never express views about the price of oil because they believe it should be de- 
{ termined solely by market forces. ' ’’ . 

: ■fThe papers make clear, for instance, that;when prices were above 530 a Darrel in tvtw, 
the Us leaned on the Saudis to lying them down, When they bottomed out at almosi SiU 
lwo years later the Reagan administration conveyed to Riyadh its concern about the threat 
2?*^ ty the price crash, to US banks involved in oil projects and to oil-export mg a .es 
.^as.Mexico and Egypt. ' , , 

. The inlemal Slaie Department documents, made public in a fraJdo™ ° f , , 

• An P rw ^ e ®^|» deal with contacts that took place in the mid-1980s. But legal papers. 

■ jjnfed on behalf Qf the Slate Department last month in US District Court here Indicate that. 

^wepolicyig'sdUinplacc. . i : .. . | 

vjrhe-Iega] papers ask the court to pfermit ihe State Department 19 withhold additional 
dopumems because making them public "would reveal the intricate substance, nature and 
> ^^ht of.US-Saudi cooperation on oil market issues iq the detriment of US relations with; 

• : involved in the international oil market/ ■ ' ..., 

- 'iWhng iji thd documents indicates that the US ever asked Saudi Arabia lo a speed- ; 
y * Pt* for oil or that either country has eyerproposed a quid pro quo, such as weapons; 

..'^y^.t^nditipried bn oil policy.' ' j ■ ' 1 '. 

- .^[ ‘hdustry, analysts have long believed that qie-US. the woricFs biggest oil consumer;: . 
| ^^“d| Ai : abia, tJie biggest exporteT, haye hib at least an infomjal agreement about an. 


an Israeli soldier 

JUDEAN JOURNAL by Jacques Pinlo. 
London. Quartet. £10.95. 


sphere of influence. Having built a diplo¬ 
matic bridge with Israel, Russia is better 
disposed than the USSR ever was lo medi¬ 
tating a Palestinian-Isracli solution. 

Moreover, like Britain and other US al¬ 
lies, Russia should be capable of carrying 
on and building political and economic re¬ 
lationships on both sides of the Palcstini- 
an-Israeli dispute independent of its pro- 
US stance. 

Professor Golan explain the complex 
processes in the evolution of Soviet- 
American and then Russian-American tics 
in the aftermath of the Gulf war. Former 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev's behavior in the 
Gulf crisis created a precedent: Il opened 
the way for direct Soviet cooperation with 
the United Stales. 

Moscow was able to argue that such col¬ 
laboration made sense. The sources of re¬ 
gional instability had to be removed if the 
posi-Cold War order had lo be preserved. 
Bui its policy shift had a price. ,r Al the re¬ 
gional level/ 1 sitys Golan, "the crisis had a 
mixed impact on Soviet relations wilh the 
Middle East states and peoples." 

Support for the anti-Iraq coalition led by 
the Unjtcd Slates and comprising conser¬ 
vative Arab slates brought Moscow many 
dividends. Il was able atIasi to begin-to 
mend fences with Egypi and —■ rhoro im- 

S tt — to open diplomatic tics with 
Arabia. 

The Saudi .acknowledgement of the So- 
vicL role in the coalition boosted Moscow's 
standing in the Gulf region and Ayilh il 
trade and generous credits Tram the emi¬ 
rates. By the some token, Moscow was 
able to gain the initiative in its moves lo 1 ' 
patch up relations with Tehran. "On the 
whole," says Golan, "the warming of So¬ 
viet relations with Iran and with the other 
Gulf states was perceived in Moscow:as' a 
major achievement, with a good deal of 
potential for the sagging: Soviet economy/ 

. , AU that was belore the breakup of, the 
Spviet Union. The CIS replaced the-USSR 
in December 1991 and was immediately 
plunged into an economic crisis. Foreign 
diplomacy has pot been high dn the QIS. 
agenda,, but outside stales have viewed its 
emergence and disappearance of.the USSR 
rather differently. . ' 

..Contacts between the Middle Eastern' 
and Central Asian stales have intensified: 
and, in recent months, rivalry between Iran 
arid Turkey bn the one hdrid and. Iran and 
the Arab, states, on the other has been a ma¬ 
jor; factor in | Central Asia's dealings 
abroad. This js a|i area where Russia iriay 
yeiplaya irioderailiigrole. ■ ■ *.' 

‘ Moscow and' the / Mfddld Eas}; ‘ New 
Thinking oh Regional Conflict. uy Galia 
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Reagan and Bush achmmstMiibflL 


Golan. Published by Pinter Publishers. 
£8.95.1855674009-7.; : v• //-A, ■ 
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Saiid Rizvi is The mhri^g^g'ed Itbr bf Ac^l 


By Dan Leon 

THIS TRANSLATION from the French of 
an Israeli reservist's diary of service in the 
Occupied Territories was described in the 
French press as "sensational" and "uncom¬ 
promising." A professional journalist in Is¬ 
rael and in France, Jacques Pimo sees the 
Israeli army in the (occupied) territories ■ 
"driven further into a comer every day, 
forced 10 operate in a situation of anarchy,, 
given the task of waging against civilians 
— a war it knows it will lose, caught in 
the crossfire between fanatics who don't 
give a damn for democracy, leftists who 
insult it in the name or the same democra¬ 
cy, a public deaf to the violence erupting 
beneath its windows, and a government 
which is incapable of taking a clear stand. 

The army's there, but how much longer 
can it hold out?" 

How long indeed? The journal dates 
back to August 1988 when the Intifada 
(which broke out in December 1987) was 
in its first year. It may have been sensa¬ 
tional when it first appeared abroad, but to 
Israelis familiar with it through personal 
experience or the Hebrew media, after five 
years, the Intifada is anything but sensa¬ 
tional. 

That is the problem with a journal tike 
this, in spite of its authenticity and honcs.- 
ty. When Pinlo asked if the army could 
hold out, it can be assumed he did not an¬ 
ticipate that, almosi four years later, no 
one would dare to hazard when Ihe Intifa¬ 
da will end. 

All those who saw the Intifada os a pass¬ 
ing episode now know that il is the oppo¬ 
site. It is a struggle with a persistent ene¬ 
my, or against the agony of die 
occupation, according to one's evaluation. 
With all its problem of timing, it is re¬ 
markable how liule has actually changed 
in the four years since this journal was 
written. 

A young captain's opinion still persists 
that "the only language the Arabs under¬ 
stand is force" and "jt's a question of men¬ 
tality...." And Pinto's fear has not been dis¬ 
pelled that the law gives you "squalid 
' power over these thousands of men, wom¬ 
en and children, the right to violate their 
bodies and their minds. And you oilhcr 
loathe yourself or feel intoxicated by your 
. own importance." 

The general commanding all troops in 
the occupied territories told his officers: 
"We're back in the Stone Age. The army 
has an.impossible mission to accomplish, 
and.it must accomplish it at all costs." , 

WcfOllow patrols by day and nigh! in si¬ 
lent towns and remote villages; the throw¬ 
ing oT. Molotov cocktails and stones by 
boys; the routine of 1 .guarding prisoners 
rounding up suspects, removing PLQ 
flags, dealing with wretched collaborators. 
Pinlo is convinced that "whatever names. 
we choose to call them - (lodals, trouble¬ 
makers, laborers, terrorists, dogs); we can't. ; 
change the. fqct that these men have fcalr 
ized that they.arc a nation." ' 

He secs Israeli reservists passing, during 
, their dO days of . service, through three 
stages; adaptation, normalizationand ero¬ 
sion. The fear, the frustr ation and The an¬ 
ger of the spldiers impel iherh to cross "the 1 
threshold of tolerance^ tehding 10 give ani¬ 
mal instincts full rein.'' Judging from 
some recent reports from the occupied ter¬ 
ritories, ihq system, may have changed, but ;,' 
■mot the problems. ; - A; /A; 

At one stage, Pinto notes that ! ? m a' few ? 
days, the opening shots t^ili tie fiited in ihe ; 
election campaigm.vwith no holds barred. 

.... Arid the army wM I bc. tossed about, evep ' ; 
: more violently in the whirlwind„/tjie riiost ; 

; important thing js to pre$eryet ai all costs 


; beettusb ihe-faferehee is to the eleri.uohs to . l 
tite jith, not thy 13th, Knesscu B, ; . 
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Mission impossible 

Paris-Pekin en 



deux CV! 


Aprfes s 6tre remis d’une panne h. P6tra, P6pito,Fran§ais d'origine espagnole, a repris la route de 
la soie. Au total, 18.000 kilometres d'une course solitaire ddpouvue de tout chronom&tre 


UNE DEUX chcvaux fail dcs 
bruits bizarres aux alcntours dc 
Pdira. A son bord, Pdpilo cfcde ft 
la paniquc. Son rfive do 20 ans, 
sidvrc ia rauie dc la soic en soli¬ 
taire est-il cn train dc s'dcroulcr? 
Pas le moins du monde. Le -mo- 
tcur ronronne; loumc taut blcn 
que mal. La deux CV, qu'il a 
payde 3.000 francs & la "casse" 
de .Fontcnay-sous-bois ne le 
lachera pas. "C'est une voiturc 
sympa, fiablc et solide", affinne 
Pdpito, Jaime Frances do son 
vrai nom. II ajoutc: "Avec un au¬ 
tre modftle, la mfime panne 
m'auraii cmpftchfi dc bo tiger. La 
deux CV tn'a permis de revchir 
jusqu'ft Amman", 

• | 

18.000 kilometres 

Une fols dins la capitate Jorda- 
;nicnne,;-Pdpito ddcide de "joucr 
.la prudence". II se Tait llvrer un. 
moiour tout ncuf, 4 par 
I'intcrmediairc d'Eiirope Assis¬ 
tance. Pan! loutscul, ft I'avcniurc 
el sans plftce de rechange, 1c pdr- , 
Iple do Peplto semble quelque 
.pen Hasardeuxv Q& passe ou ca 
cassc.. Jusqu'ici to chance. Lui 
Bouril; : - 

. Ammon et ia Jordanie ne rcpr 
resentent qu'Unc petite dtape dc 
ce tfcvc fou: traverser unc dizaine 
dc pays pour un long voyage 
d'enyiron 18.00Q kilometres, pd-‘ 
plfo est parti te 26 juin dernier • 
do Fontcnay-sous-bols, dans la 
bqnlicuc Rarteidnne. Lcs diapes: 
ritolic; la Ortsce; la Turquio, la 
Syrle, 1* Jordanie, la Syrie ft nou- 
veau, I'lran, le .Pakistan et epfih 
la Chino. Un voyage ft tegftre 
connotation politique: "J6 su is 
. prti dc ia plate de I’AmJtic ontro 
^ . icsjjcuples ct jo me rends place 
Jldn An'Men" phjciso-t-il. La 
deux CV. a ^ufcmem:'1.5qQ‘k».'V 
fimttres au compieyr. Lcs;deiix ; i, 
VUgs du voyage restoot encore 


% Of JV &S5&T 
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mft sculo complice" rfipond Pdpi- 
lo. Cc chaufrcur.dc la municipal¬ 
ity dc Fonienay-soas-bois esi un 
parfoit anonyme. Son,esprit cst 
"loin dcs chronomfctres et dcs 
dtapes tradiiionndlcs".' Pfipito 
vcul simplemcm emboiter lcs 
,pnCux d'Andr6 Citroen, Tairo sa. 
"croisifcrc jaune" ft iui. Pendant 
deux longue? anndcs; il s'ost 
prdpard ft cpitc aventure. C'dtait: 
le. moment oiljumais: "J'aJ45 : 
ans d ies jarhbes lourdcs, j'ai 
aussi peurdc devenir trop si»ge\.; 
"L'unndc de ('Europe" s6Ta aussi ' 
Cello de- Pdpito. SUI altclnt'son; 
objcctiir. . - . ' ’ 

• Cp voyage: on solitaire cst eri 
.fail la contnSLjsatlda d'uii travail 
,PC groupep:Tome Line-"dduipc <fo• 
;fcqi>aiiis '7 -s'est ■- mot}ilis& pour’ 
quo.Pdpiio, rgpllse sop rOve.:;"jq, : 
■sui?:ia i»rsprfne,^ui?igne telab-, 
dcau.xesb'ptepxquifn'ont ?i<Jd ft ■ 

.ioUtpqSparef.j.O li&yftfe ddnepas: 
■ tireridrfe In ; otnrinl^ • 




francs. Evidemmant, lcs 7.000 
-francs mensucls du chauffeur 
n'ont pas suffi pour boucler le 
budget, pepito a re?u le soulien 
financier de sa mairie mais aussi 
l'appui d'un certain nopibre de 
privds. "Je ne fais pas.de dilTdr- 
ence enire GTIE, une socidtfi 
d'dlcctricitfi dc Mon you il qui m'a 
donnd pas ndal.i d'argent. et 
d'auLrcs aui pe m'onl M parve- 
hlr que 50 F‘ aJTirmc P6piio, Par 
ajltcurs; 800 pin's vendus ont- 

rappond prbs do 15.000 F, Un 
aidicr -de sdrigraphie a fabriqud 
;une centainc dc tec-sflirts qui ar- 
borent le logo do la "croistre 
jaune t|c Pdpiio". U faut egale- 
mtn.t cpmpfei; avec ’ (cs dons. 
,Ccruilr)s b'nt- qfipassd. les espdr- 
ances v du coureursolitaire; - 
v J exprtme tpute ma sympathle ft 
M.Fququot, ..v qui a dimfi mon - 

§2 5 io.boo q p ,i . m “ e " vo ^ un <lon 

:;:i^ns le pajking dc la basses 
lyjjle.m ‘ Cngiii; brihqubbalant et 1 


cribiO d'autocollants attire 
I'auemion. Pourtant, ce di- 
manche matin, Pdpito nc retro- 
uve plus mn moyen de locomo¬ 
tion, . Sa raison de vivrc. $on 
Cfflur se met ft baure, II panlque. 

Ne vous inquidtex-pos, vous de- 
vez-vous tromper dotage" lance 
Un passant. Une fois la dcux CV 
retrouvdc, direction I'adroport 
pour alter rdcupdrcr lc nouveau 
mptour. Anres avoir rdpard, P6- 
pito a quilld Ja Jordanie avec 
l espoir d'arriver fin : aoOi sur la 
place Tten An Men.. Sa femme 
doit venir le rejolndre ft Pdkln 
pour une douXiSme lune de miel 
et quelques jours de vacanccs. 
Mate Icrtye peut se brlscrd'une 
minute ft l'autre, Pdpito laisse 
transparaTire un ?este de super- ' 
sution: "j c suis eh train de Ip rda- 
JiSQr, mate potir te moment, je he ■; 

parlor 'du' lende-- 

*•> l ' : i ; ;c 

'::,v •! :i ' 


Telex... 

Jordanie 


PREUVES - Lcs Etais 
arabes allendcnt dcs preuves 
dc la bonne volomd israd- 
licnnc lors du prochain 
round dcs pourparlers dc 
paix. "S’ils clament qu'ils 
sont dans la bonne voic k 
propos du processus, ils doi- 
vent nous le montrer h 
l'inldricur dcs sallcs de nd- 
gocialions" a afflrmd Faycz 
Taruwnch, ddldgud jordanl- 
cn. "Nous voulons dcs 
preuves dc la part dcs Israd- 
licns qu'ils vont appliquer 
lcs icmics dc rdfdrcncc dc ce 
processus de paix ct qu'ils 
sont sinedres dans la re¬ 
cherche d'une solution..," a 
ddclard Haidar Abdel Shafi, 
chef ndgociatcur palcslinicn. 

AIJOU JAIJER - Apres le 
meeting dc Damas, lc mini- 
sire dcs AfTaircs dtrangdres 
iordanicn appcllc lcs Arabos 
a unifier icur position. Dans 
unc interview au journal syr- 
icn Tishrccn, Abou Jubcr a 
ddclard que la communauld 
intcmaiionalc devait dviicr 
lcs "doubles standards dans 
sos relations avec la rdgion'V 
"H n'est pas acceptable, pour 
nimporlc quel Etal, qu'il 
soil petit ou grand, do garder 
lc droit dc violer la Idgllimi- 
td Internationale et de rester 
sourd devant ses rdsolulions, 
comme c'est le cas dans lc 
confllt isradlo-arabc" a-l-ll : = 
ajoutd. 

CORRUPTION - Faul;il 
inculpcr 1'cx-premipr mini- 
sire Zeid Rifai et lcs ex* 
ministres dcs Travaux pub- •; 
lies ct dcs Finances? Un dd- 
bat houlcux sur le sqjcl a op- 
posd iundi lcs ddputds 
Jordan lens, Ccs trois ex- 
rcprdscntahts dc i'Btat sont 
accusds dc mauvaise goslidn ( 
dcs 1 Tends public? dans la 
construction d'une autoroute ' 
dc pluslcurs millions dc doI-. a 
lars. La commission 
d'cnqudlc do la Chambre 1 
bassc'a. rccommandd dans 
iui 1 rapport I'inculpation dbs ; 
trois offiejels. par uiie court 1 
spdcialc. • " 

APPEL - "L'Asspciation . 
franchise d'aidc et de soulion 
ft' 1'Cnfance handicapdc” 
lance un'appcl ft la Jordanie. 
Objcctif: mcueiliir ic plus ' 

. grand . npmbro ; possible dc. 
timbres ct. de pin's. 
c/b. Mr 1 Amar,; J.L,-. Botic,. 
Postal 9, i 1-234. Marsoille 
CddCX : 4 V;• .7 j.- 


Regards de Jordanie 

En attendant les 
guichets de change 

Le Parlement a votd leur r^ouverture, mais celle-ci n'est pas encore effective. Samir 
Khader, journaliste jordanien, consacre sa page mensuelle au "guichet de change", 

veritable phdnom&ne de soci6t6 


Par Samir Khacler 

IL EST, DiT-ON, dangcrcux dc 
vivre au dcssus dc scs moyens. 
Lcs individus, lcs cmrcpriscs cl 
mftmc lcs Elats onl mainics occa¬ 
sions dc lc conslatcr. Au cours 
dcs anndcs 80, lcs Jordanicns 
avaicnl pris gout aux charmcs dcs 
produiis imports. Lu force du di¬ 
nar le Icur pcrmcttaii. Us avaicnl 
aussi pris l'habitudc dc con sum¬ 
mer Hbrement. Hcurcux Jorduni- 
ens qui pouvuient alors s'offrir lcs 
"demiers cris", dfts leurs lancc- 
ments sur lcs marches. Unc poli¬ 
tique mondtairc libdralc, uii peu 
nop scion certains ohscrvntcurs, 
Icur facilitail la (ftchc. A cclu, 
s'ajoutait un climm dc paix soci¬ 
als cl dc sluhilild politique qui 
faisail du pays 1'oasis d'une re¬ 
gion, d'un oedan d'inccrtitudc ct 
dc tension. 

Mais dcrrifcrc cette facade, lcs 

E rentiers symptftmes dc fnturs 
Qulcvcrscmcjits conimcni;aicm 
ddjft ft sc Tairc senlir. Dcs houic- 
vcrscmcnls qui nicltroiu un tenne 
ft dcs onndcs dc mauvaiscs habi¬ 
tudes, du moins sur lc plan £u»n- 
omique. L'occumillation dc plu- 
sicurs factcurs a conlribud ft ce 
phdnoniftne: baissc dc I'uidc 
arabc, ddpenscs pub! i que.s irts 
imporinmcs, cmleitemcm dovenu 
insupportable pour lcs cuisscs dc 
I'Eiai. 

- .. Crlseouverte 

■ U crisc cst done ouvcrtc. Dfts 
1 automne 1988, I'Btat cmdrinc of- 
ncicllcmcnt la devaluation do fait 
“Minar: die cst de 1'ordrc dc 
?p%, Lc pays sc voil contraint 
dwilrcr, dans unc pdriodc dc 
changcmenis radicaux, plus rft- 
pules ct plus importants que prfi- 
YU8- La speculation sur lc dinar ct 
te fuite.. dos capltaux vers 
■ 1 cirangcr pousscni le gouvemc- 
Jient ft dficrfttcr la fcrmclurc ipso 
..fcio d ®s "guichets de change". 

1 wjtes (cs barques sont ddsor- 
:!tiais autorisdes ft faire lc "com¬ 
merce dcs devises". 

Un plafond cst fixd pour 
Jhaquc individu. La devaluation 
. au dinar est suivic par une fiftvre 
; uumtionniste. Cede situation far 
oritpe la fortune de quclqucs-uns 
K^^descspoir dcs autres. La 
du dinar n'a cnlratne ni ca- 
en ch ®ldc, ni grand cs 
kracb banca»re.Tomc- 
simple idftc de rtc plus 
Ppuvplr changer sa voiturc, dc nc 
Sni^ Uvoil? s °ff r5r dc* vacanccs 
’ p ra i. 0u dwort dc payer lcs 
dc ses enfims ft 
: fc ^ yi^W.' hantcnt■ Ids rftvcs de 
■ de Jordanicns. Pour ce 

J adtciqr des devis- 

^pd , ^re^5 8 ^ li | T C j| e " ^ erta, “ 

: ^^ P’cst lc systenic D 

■f } ‘ e ^de se rchdre 

^5cLm! e ^ l,lc ooudquc dii cen- 
’ (tkte. wS 0 *? changer de |a rhon- 
- * a h reqliftenant Sur lc 





trottoir. Un 
"marclift noir" 
vient dc ftiirc 
son apparition. 

"Noir", mais pas 
complement. 

Cur lcs uutorilfts 
som au courant 
dc son existence. 

Elies savenl par- 
failcmcni qui sc 
cache derriftre cc 
mnrchft dc devis¬ 
es parallftlc. Ccs 
mcmcs au tori ids 
out choisi dc ic 
lottrcr... 

Comment 
fonctionnc cc 
marchd? Au ccn- 
trc-ville 

d'Animan, dcs 
jcuncs gens in- 
tcrpclicm lc 
pnssum, cn mur- 
nmraiit: "Dol¬ 
lars, Deutsch¬ 
marks, 

Sterlings...". Lc 
sysiftmc cst ftlub- 
orft. Ccux qui 
vous iiilcrpcllcnl 
nc snnl pus dcs 
"cltangcurs", 
mais dc vftrilu- 
bles "chasseurs". 

Ils ne ponent sur 
cux uucunc de¬ 
vise. .Si vous lc 
dftsirc/., ils peu- 
vcni vous con- 
duire au "grand 
patron''. Quant 
au taux dc 
change, il cst 
plulAt attrayonl. 

Ce taux "noir" 
nediffftreque dc 
1% du taux ofTi- 
cicl fixd quoti- 

la C Btmque 1 Cciv- Blentdt I'ouverfure des grilles? Photo Moitftd Kadi 


y!'r- -r r-n 
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iralc. 11 est done 
possible dc retir- 
cr dcs devises clandcsllnes, sans 
craintc d'etre "route 1 '. 

Lc gouvcmcmcnl nc pouvait 
rester lcs bras croisds devant unc 
Idle situation. II opte done pour 
ia (lcxibilite et prftsente un projet 
dc loi au Parlement en favour dc 
la rdouverture dcS "guichets de 
change". La lot cst adoptee. Mais 
spa application sc fait toujpurs at- 
icndrc. . ; 

Lolsdvftre 


. rilfts? Non, affirme-t-il: "L’Elat 
salt bicn que nous devons ira- 
' vaillcr pour vlvro. D'aillcurs. je 
nc fais pas dc la speculation sta¬ 
te dinar. J'ai adopte lc taux de 
change officicl dc la Banque 
Ccnirale, plus un demi-point de 


dinar, Nostalgiquc, ellc dyoque le 
temps oft ; die: povivaU fai rc p)u r 
sicur.s yoyages ft I'dirangor avec 
son rnttri. Oft ctlc pouvait achpier 
dcs produiisdc luxe occldonidux. 
"Celft n'est . plus- possible"- 1 re- 
grcUe-t-elle. .Monsieur Salamch, 

— -Lit- —4X 


dc loi au Parlcmenl cn favour ac Mnfificiairc". Taysecr .plus' philosophy ct terre-ft-tCrrC 

la rdouverture dci "guichcB de ^ - s ^upc. Scul, ; il ■ prfiffejre. yoir -lcs phoses du J>on 

change". La loi cst adoptee. Mais n^^mdra jamais Tauiorjsatlon .. ;c6te: "Sqr lcpldn personnel, ^clte 

sqn application sc fpit toujpurs at- ( jip xcrccri "La nouvellc- loi est " sluiation cs| trite ennuyfeUsC, mais 

tendre. . ■ u £ s sg v ftre, cite exige un capital. la baisse du drrrar^ c'c'st aussi irfts 

x '. . opdralionnel que je n'ai pas., Un ! bon pour nion ^business. Jc con* 

Loi severe ^cmi million de dinars!" Tayscer ; sidftre la pftriOde actuello comme 

• - * . .j: chcrche done des paricnylres : une phase; . . d'ajusiement,. 

' Avoni la fermeture de» gul- p Our p0UV0 ir r<5unir le capital re- , L'dconOmie dU ; paya rcste ronda- 

chets dc change",. Tayscer ding- v f'D’ici 1ft, ddclarc-l-il sans mcntalcmoni sairic.- Le tout eftt dc 

cait une petite "boutique^ (auto- jcconlinuerai ft travaill-savoir s'adapter'f. R : v,j ; / 

aypue avoir pousutvi^ses acuvL c ^ ^ ^ ^ ; : .SjK 

i k ■ mpls ;: &, unc plus petite . d q u?dcTOsccr.Salamch ct sort . 

(Spouse oherchent dca ,l llvrea"sy- ■■■■■■■■ 

iiuc son Q.G.; Ladoption tie ia ■ ■i 0 ; m U ni c .■ e nvlsage' de- 

noizycllc Ipi semWo consutwr. er ^ e geiriaine dc vacant [ 
urn? quverturc.pour tes affujes dq^ - dli N drd de la Sy- i 
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aux ncgociations dc paix 
avee Israel rcvftt unc impor- 
lancc parti culiftrc dans Ic 
sens dc la coordination inter- 
arabc. En cFrct, la rencontre 
a did concluc par un commu- 
niqud final dans icquel, Pa- 
Icslinicns, Jordanicns, Syri- 
ens, Libanais cl Egyplicns 
onl adopte unc position com¬ 
mune, suite aux dlections is- 
radlicnncs. Cclles-ci qui ont 
ramend un Rabin apparem- 
ment plus souplc cl plus dis- 
poniblc ft appliquer In for- 
mulc anicricainc: "Lcs 
Tcrriioircs conire la paix". 

Quoiquc lcs conditions po- 
sdcs par Farouk al Church 
sembtent ft premiftre vuc rc- 
iever du domainc dc la su- 
rcnchftrc, d'aucuns convicn- 
ncni qu'il s'agil !ft dc 
roltiiudc dldmcnlairc du ndg¬ 
ociatcur. Accepter l'offre, 
sans pour autant lc rccou- 
naiirc cl tenter dc grapillcr 
quclqucs concessions. La 
preuve; aucunc rdaction nd- 
galivc dc la part dc Tel Aviv 
sur cc sujet n'a did enregis- 
trdc. 

Inutile dc lc rappclcr. 
James Baker, qui a parcouru 
lcs capiialcs dc la rdgion ft la 
ycMIc dc ccttc rdunion, a 
tenement parid sur le succfts 


■ , ,U, 41 , Mi A 


dcs pourparlers dc paix, qu'il 
on a mftme raild 
I’organisalion aux Ilaiicns, et 
cn a ddcidd la tenue ft... 
Washington. 

C6ld isradlicn, lcs gestes 
dc bonne volonld n'ont pas 
ccssd. La suspension dc 
erddits ct d'diudes rclalifs 
aux investisscmcnis dans lcs 
T.O a did un autre signe 
d'cncouragemcnt potir dcs 
Amdricnins qui out mlsd sur 
Rabin cl cssayd de convain- 
crc lcs pays arabes ft repren- 
dre lc bftton dc pdlcrin pour 
unc reprise dcs ndgociaiions 
avec-la nouvellc dquipe dirl- 
gcantc isradlienne. 

Restc ft savoir si Rabin va 
5tre en mesure de calrriCr' 
une Opposition puissantc dlr- 
igdc par Ic Likoudi parti de 
Shamir faruuchemcm oppo- 
sd ft. tout '-'dear, quel qu'il 
soit. avcc lcs pays arabes. Lie 
calpie apparent dc .cette ten¬ 
dance politique isradlienne 
fdeemment dcartdc du pour 
voir par lcs umes, cst. Iqtti 
d'fitre rassurant. Car le 
risque de mener unc opposi¬ 
tion' sous unc nouvclle 
formc r conire tOuic conces¬ 
sion ert favour dcs Palcslini- 
ens ct- dcs Arfabcs, menjice 
1'Etat hdbreu dans scs articu¬ 
lations Ics plus fragiles, 11 
est bicii sur question du sort 
dc 1'dconomie - dp- pays ct 
done dc celui dcs colon?; 

1 Nul nc douic que Rabin 
compte sur les garaiiuics'.dc 
prdt .amdricaincs, qui serai- 
ent do 1'ordrc dc 10 ttiljfafds 1 
dc.dollars, pour shaver la 
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Sr! 


Katie 


) 


rax*: 


Congratulations!! 

Graduations, appoint¬ 
ments, engagements, 
weddings, newborns, 
promotions, special 
awards, excellent 

achievements. 

Drop us a line and send a 
photo...we will run it free 
of charge in The Star's 
People and Events page. 


30 JULY 19S9 
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Elizabeth Arden: 

still relaunching 


ELIZABETH ARDEN, world 
famous for skin care, make up 
and perfumes, relaunched its 
products Thursday 23 July at a 
press conference in conjunction 
with Abu SEmkra Gins. The 
launch was given by Michael 
Durant, sales manager Tor the 
Middle East, who first discussed 
the history of Elizabeth Arden 
the woman — real name Flor¬ 
ence Nightingale Graham. 

Her company bcunn in 1905 
when she invented ific first flesh 
tinted bum cream Tor covering 
scars', "Eight Hour Cream", 
which is still on sale today. 

Attention was focussed on (wo 
Elizabeth Arden products being 
launched, one was an updated 



version of the 75 perfume, 
"Chlofi", now culled "Clilod Nar- 
cissc*. This product comes in 
three versions, a perfume in a 
purple package with an open 


pct2al lid, an cau dc toilette that 
comes in a rose package with a 
closed petal lid and a body lotion 
that comes in a cream package. 
This new seem is made of floral 
upper notes and woody base 
notes giving it a floral, oriental 
fragrance, 

The second product was Eliza¬ 
beth Arden's Time Complex Cap¬ 
sules, an intensive anti-aging skin 
treatment. What makes this lotion 
extra special is that it comes in a 
plastic, Saturn shaped container 
holding 60 sealed single dose 
capsules. 

These products are now only 
available at all Abu Shakra Gills 
stores. ■ 
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Getting to grips 
with science 


THE BRITISH Council opened 
an exciting exhibition at their 
Rainbow Street center last week, 
which will he just the solution for 
restless children with time to 
spare in school holidays. 

'Exploring Science: An Interac¬ 
tive Exhibition', which has been 
prepared Tor the British Council 
for display all around the Arnb 
world, is both educational and in¬ 
formal. Each of its exhibits 
presents a natural phenomenon or 
scientific concept in a way that 
prompts visitors to actually expe¬ 
rience the scientific discovery 
process by touching, observing 
and experimenting. 

Mr Stephen Pizzey, director of 
the London-based Science Pro¬ 
jects, first took the 30-piecc exhi¬ 
bition around the UK in a tent, 
then known as The Discovery 
Dome 1 . After five years on the 
road. Science Projects' began 
coordinating with the British 
Council and eventually took 
the show to Kuwait and Oman 
before bringing it to Jordan. 

'The idea behind the exhibi¬ 
tion was to make science a fa¬ 
miliar part of culture and to al¬ 
low people to explore science 
in their own way," said Mr 
Pizzey. He mentioned that the 
exhibition is particularly sue- 
.ccssful with children because 
they arc far less inhibited than 
adults and are happy to "play" 
with science. 

"Socially, it is a fun and inter¬ 
esting exhibition," he said, "and it 
is not purely educational. The ap¬ 
plications can support formal cd- 


• The world famous Lc Mans 24 
hour sports car race was held Iusl 
month and the Chief Executive of 
the Royal Automobile Club of 
Jordan, Derek Ledger, was one 
of the five international judges 
appointed by FISA (the Interna¬ 
tiona] Motor Sports Federation) 
to be present at the race. This is 
.the first lime that any official 
from outside Europe has ever 
been appointed to this important 
role in a world championship 
Sports Car race, it reflects the 
confidence and prestige which 
FISA has in the kingdom and the 
Organisation of motor, sport in the 
country. Derek Ledger has in the 


ucation but can never replace it." 

The exhibits cover areas such 
as mechanics, fluids, light, sound 
materials, electricity, electronics’ 
and perception. By rolling balls 
spinning wheels, fining pipes, in¬ 
tercepting beams and cranking 
handles you and your children 
can "experience" such phenome¬ 
na. 

The exhibition was officially 
inaugurated by HE The Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Education, Mr Thougan Hin- 
dawi. 

Mr Chris Cliislett, British 
Council director, announced at 
the opening that interactive learn¬ 
ing is in line with the Ministry of 
Education's new curriculum, and 
described the exhibition us being 


-O 




a mark of coopcrntion between 
the Ministry and the British 
Council. 

The exhibition will be open to 
the public until August 19th, 
from 10 am to 8 pm daily, after 
which it will be transferred to Ir- 
bid and Kcrak. ■ 


past also been a judge at world 
championship rallies in Finland 
and New Zealand ami is one of 
the FISA inspectors who are sent, 
to report on the standards of all 
championship rallies throughout 
he world. 

• Fond farewells to Mr Frank 
Stengel, former mathematics 
teacher at the French School. Af¬ 
ter two years in Jordan, Mr Sten¬ 
gel will be remembered most for 
his ponytail — which oven gave 
our very own Rind Khouri a run 
for his money! Maa Salaama and 
Bon Voyage. 
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KEEPING fit 

Q. IS IT really important to exer¬ 
cise for weight loss? 

A: That all depends on how much 
you like to cat and how fast you 
want to lose weight. Of course, it 
is entirely possible to lose a lot of 
weight just by dieting and never 
lifting a finger. Weight Watchers, 
have well-balanced weight reduc¬ 
ing diet programs that encourage 
exercise but don't require it lor 
weight loss, and arc proof that it's 
possible to successfully lose 
weight without exercise. 

{ don't recommend dieting 
without exorcise whenever possi¬ 
ble. Exercise is the most valuable 
and beneficial means of losing 
and maintaining weight. 

Exercise offsets the food you 
consume. A person who exercis¬ 
es regularly hns a higher 
metabolism rate, bums calorics 
faster and can thereby enjoy 
more foods Ilian a person who 
never exercises. 

Take for example two 75 kilo 
females who want to weigh 60 ki¬ 
los. One leads a sedentary 
lifestyle while the other is moder¬ 
ately active. The sedentary 
female should eat only about 
1,300 calories per day to reach 
her goal. The active one can en¬ 
joy slightly more than 2,000 
calorics per day and still lose the 
weight at the same rate. 

There is a difference between 
weight loss in terms or fut kilos 
and loss of muscle and centime¬ 
ters. If you diet without exercise, 
you may be losing 70 per cent 
lean muscle and only 30 per cent 
fatty tissue. If you're going to 
lose, make sure you lose the right 
thing. By combining diet and ex¬ 
ercise, that ratio can be more than 
reversed.! 


KIDS ARE lucky. Their skin fits 
perfectly. But us you age, your 
skin gets loo big for you: It loses 
its resiliency and stretches out 
anil sags and wrinkles. In u cul¬ 
ture I ike ours dial venerates 
youth mid can't free the natural 
process or aging, nobody wants 
old skin. 

This is why pharmacies have 
whole shelves of stufi you can 
put on your face to save your 
skin, and why larger stores have 
even more and fancier stuff. 
Moisturizers, night creams, per¬ 
forming creams, hydrating fluids, 
oils, wrinkle lotions, etc. Stuff 
made with exotic ingredients 
such as sesame oil, avacado oil, 
gentian and apricot pits. Not to 
mention propylene glycol, benze- 
thonium chloride, stearic acid 
und mcthyichloroisothiazolinonc. 

Only one problem. As derma¬ 
tologist Marie Curl in explains, all 
this slufT that's meant to save 
your skin works only on the layer 
that's already dead and in the pro¬ 
cess of flaking off. 

You have skin for a reason: It 
functions us a barrier between 
your hody and the outside world, 
keeping Iwd stuff from getting in¬ 
side and gumming up the 
works...and it docs just as good a 
job of protecting your living cells 
from avocado oil und nieihylchlo- 
roisothinzoliiiotic as from acid 
rain and nasty bacteria. 

This is not to say all that 
stuff on the shelves is useless. * 
Walking around covered with 
dead skin sounds unattractive 
enough, hut it's worse iT it actual¬ 
ly looks dead. Moisturizers 
plump up the dead skin cells with 
water and com them with oil to 
keep the water from evaporating, 
which makes them look less 
dead. 


Ch ild psychology: 


Health: 


Skin: An owner's manual 


But only two 

things you con 

buy in pharma- WBKm 
cics make any - 

real difference to H|jfg* 
the live skin 

cells underneath Hw 
the layer of 

flaky dead cells. 

Sunscreens keep Bfv^ 1 wfcfc' 
rays of sun form jf ' rr 

reaching live ( . *\ 

skin cells— and i 

sun is what V 

screws up live > 

cells to begin > 

with, clumping -y . 
them up and i . V 
causing them to ; 
lose their clastic- \ 

ily and sag and m■ ■; 
wrinkle. (This is w 

why even people ~‘" r " _ 

with lots of 
wrinkles on their faces can have 
baby-smooth bottoms.) When 
you sec an advertisement that 
promises a moisturizer will "help 
stop wrinkles," check the fine 
print: It probably contains a sun¬ 
screen. , 

Dr Carlin says you should wear 
a sunscreen every day, even 
when you're not going to the 
beach. And, because so much sun 
damage is done by the age of 20, 
she says it's particularly impor¬ 
tant to reach teen-agers and 
mothers of young children. Lots 
of mothers arc buying sunscreens 
[hough teen-agers arc slower to 
gel the message. Most of them 
probably can't imagine being 40, 


not to mention worrying about 
what their skin will louk like 
then. 

The other thing that makes a 
difference to live skin cells is ret¬ 
inoic acid, a vitamin A derivative 
made by Ortho and sold by pre¬ 
scription as Retin-A, which hns 
heen shown to reverse sun dam¬ 
age. There arc even indications it 
may help prevent some skin can¬ 
cer, which has been increasing at 


record rates. 

Though Ret in-A works, it can 
be irritating until you get used to 
it, making skin red, dry and sca¬ 
ly. It also makes skin more 
vulnerable to new sun damage, so 
it's crucial that people who use it 
wear suncrccns. One catch: Since 
Ret in-A cun make skin more sen¬ 
sitive, a face treated with it seems 
even more likely to be irritated 
by sunscreens, it is "a very irritat¬ 
ing chemical," according tu 
Carlin. If you're sensitive to it, it 
can feel like liquid fire on your 
face and produce a nasty rash. 
So. she says, there's been a lot of 
interest recently in PABA-frcc 
sunscreens. But even some of 
those will irritate sensitive facial 
skin. According to Carlin, ull you 
can do is try different ones until 
you find one that doesn't hurt. 
She advises patients to shop for 
suncrecn at depart m cm store cos¬ 
metic counters, where you cun 
often gel free samples, so you 
cun try a brand a Tew times be¬ 
fore you — ancl she recommends 
that they look for hrund- 
sprectrum sunscreens, which pro¬ 
tect skin from both UVA and 
UVB rays, since even rays that 
don't cause sunburn cause skin 
damage.! 


A bribe is not a present 


By Vexnn Mai\shart|» 

ASK YOURSELF how many 
limes you have bought chocolates 
or toys Tor your child because 
you Pelt guilty? How many times 
have you bribed your child to do 
something by promising him o 
present, or threatening him not to 
ouy ll for him? 

Many parents do not distin- 
JJJJJ- & present from a bribe. 
While a present is a sign of love, 
mutual understanding and rc- 
s P c ct, a bribe is an attempt to 
wpirol another person's rcac- 
behalf of love and care. 
A bribe is always a way of humil¬ 
iating others. 

. Parcels usually bribe their chil¬ 
dren whenever they want to 
“pjrel their behavior. Somc- 
W?.ii Is a way of saying, "1 am 
-2!?‘C or noi being there for you 
.JJjJ 1 you needed me." It is evi- 
wprking parents are 
ge pro ne to bribing their chil¬ 


dren than non-working ones. 
They have the wrong belief that 
children arc mainly concerned 
about the quantity of lime spent 
with them rather limn quulity. 

Wlmi really matters to the child 
Is to share with his parents his 
feelings, opinions, intentions and 
expectations. As sdon as choco¬ 
late or toys start substituting 
statements like: I love you; I am 
sorry for forgetting your birth¬ 
day; I was wrong to hit you 
yesterday, it can also be a form of 
accusation, or a transfer of guilt, 
like: I know that you hate me be¬ 
cause I do not know how to deal 
with you, but this toy will assure 
you that I still love ydu. 

Presents bought at a time when 
the purcnt-child relationship is 
not open, sincere and positive, 
create confusion In the child's un¬ 
derstanding of his own needs and 
feelings. If the parents keep up 
with such altitudes throughout 
the child's life, it will prevent 


both sides from developing a 
close relationship and will block 
the child's learning process about 
dealing with the other people's 
feelings, as much as with his 
own. The child will grow up with 
constant dissatisfaction, substitut¬ 
ing his needs by materialistic 
achievements and evaluating oth¬ 
ers by how much they can give 
him. He may not know how to 
deal with other people's feelings 
or form a loving relationships. 

Psychology says that all prob¬ 
lems start in childhood. This is a 
very simple examplc of how they 
can grow and get complicated. In 
order to avoid such dramatic ex¬ 
periences in parenting, just think 
twice bofore you buy presents for 
your children and think about 
hoW you spend time with them. 

Vesna Marsharqa Is a clinical 
psychologist who Invites readers 
to write In to The Slat PO Box 
9313, Amman. . " 


ALCAZAR HOTEL 

AQABA 

ANNOUNCES... 

SUMMER SPECIAL PRICES 
COMMENCING 20 TH JUNE, 

FROM : J. D, 5.000 PER PRSON (IN DOUBLE 
OCCUPANCY ) CONTACT ALCAZAR HOTEL 
TEL: 03 - 314131 / 314132 FAX: 03 - 314133 
TLX: 62242 


( ) 

Spend three nights/four 
days with us in a 
beautiful room 
facing the sea. 

; Plus breakfast and lunch 
Special price for Ope person in a double room. 
1 Prices are not inclusive of 
government & service taxes 

For reservations call 31625 
: ’ Fax 314?7-Aqaba ; 
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ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

12:00 — Olympics (Athletics, 
shooting and diving) until 4:00. 
8:30 — Super Bloupers. 

9:00 — Olympics (Gymnastics). 
10:00 — News In English. 

12:00 — Olympics (Summary) 
unlit 1:30. 

SUNDAY 

12:00 — Olympics (Athletics, 
rowing, boxing, archery and 
yachting) until 5:30. 

8:30—Wings. 

9:00—Olympics. 

10:00 — News In English. 

10:20 — Olympics (Gvrrinnsiics 
and summary) until 1:30. 

MONDAY 

12:00 — Olympics (Athletics, 
table tennis, diving and equestri¬ 
an) until 7:00. 

8:30 — Close to Home. 

9:00 — Olympics (Athletics, 
weight!ifling and boxing). 

10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — Olympics (Athletics, 
boxing and summary) until 1:30. 

TUESDAY 

12:00 — Olympics (Archery, ta¬ 
ble tennis, summary, diving) until 
6 : 00 . 

8:30 — Acropolis Now. 

9:00 — Olympics (Jumping). 
10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — Oscar Fenture Film. 
“An Ideal husband," Starring 
Paulette Goddard. 


12:00 — Olympics (Summary) 
until 1:00. 


WEDNESDAY 

12:00 — Olympics (Athletics 
and dressage) until 2:30. 

8:30 — Saved by the Bell. 

9:00 — Wednesdny Forum. 
10:00 — News In English. 

10:20 — Olympics (Table ten¬ 
nis, Wrestling and summary), 
until 1:30. 

THURSDAY 

12:00 — Olympics (Athletics, 
boxing, swimming) until 6:00. 
8:30 — The Simpsons. 

9:00 — Olympics (Gymnasties), 

10:00 — News lit English. 

10:20 — Movie of the week: 
Woman of the Year. Starring 
Renee Taylor. A woman who 
tries to reassess her deep involve¬ 
ment in helping the needy. 

12:00 — Olympics (Summary) 
until 1:30. 


FRIDAY 

12:00 — Olympics (Athletics, 
walking, tennis and swimming) 
until 6:00. 

8:30 — Olympics. Swimming. 
8:30 — Golden Girls. 

9:10 — Root Into Europe. New 
comedy mini series. . 

10:00 — News in English, 

10:20 — Olympics (Volleyball, 
baskcibail and summary) until 
1:30. 



'Tho! National Mualc Conaervatory / Noor Al Hupaain.Foundqtlqn 
;; - _ and-' • 

:The Anglican CantorAmman' ■ 

' ■ : " prpsant ‘..'.•v; , t .. ; v -r. 

MICHAEL pALDWELL ", ; 

lit a .■ i - 

, Piano Recital ' / 

W*dn*«j#y # August 6,at ; 8:0O ten - !; ! 
’•'■ I-' The Royal Cultural Cantor.,- Main'Theatre / 

l^i the prcjgtamme: Baoh'e French Suite, Beethoven's Moonlight 
f Chopi^a polo n a Isaand others, ■ j 
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FRENCH PROGRAM 

SAMEDI 

6:00 — Lcs Petites Histoires 
Presque Vruis. 

6:04—Les Tortues Ninja. 

6:30 — La Gymnastique. 

7:00 —. News in French. 

7:15 — Fenetre Sur. A local 
program. 

10:20 — Feature film: Les Car- 
nnssies. Starring Jean Caimct 
and Wcdcck Stanzakc. 

. DIMANCHE 

5:30 — Michci Vaillant. 

5:50 — Des CliifTres et des Let- 
Ires. 

6:10 — La Chance Aux Chan¬ 
sons. A variety program. 

7:00 — News in French. 

7:15 — Magadne. E=M6. A sci¬ 
entific magazine 

LUNDI 

6:00 — Au Claire de Lune. . 
6:10 — Le monde sous Marin 
de Jacques-Yves Cousteau. 

7:00 — News In French. . 

7;15—The weekly sports mag¬ 
azine. 

. MARDI 

6:00— Les Aventures de Joe, 
6:10 — Documentary: A trav¬ 
el’s unmlroir. 

6:30—Marc et Sophie. ' 
7:00—News In French. . 

7:15 — Le Beaux moments du 
Cirque. 

. ' MERCREDl 

6:00 — Le Monde est k Vous, A 
variety and cultural prograrfi. 
7:00—News in French, 

7:15—Documentary: Azimuts. 

jbjdi,; 

6:00—Circus Partenaires. 

•: 6:30—Mag uy. ■ 

■ 7:00—News In French;:. . r 
7:15 — Vurletes. 
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HOROSCOPE 


☆ 


ARIES (21 March - 19 April): 
Your personal life catches fire. A 
healthy sclT-intcrcst serves you. 
Satisfying love affair. 

TAURUS (20 April - 20 May): 
Gel whatever is bothering you off 
your chest, you'll feel relieved. 
Financial success. 

GEMINI (21 May - 21 June): 
Stay socially mobile. Seek out 
new faces and places. Inevitable 
career challenges to hurdle. 

CANCER (22 June - 22 July): 
Find your place in the world. Re¬ 
solve awkward misunderstand¬ 
ings. Do whatever possible to 
steady finances, 

LEO (23 July - 22 August): Ex¬ 
pand your intellectual horizons. 
Plan trips, vacations, outings. 
Wail for developments. 

VIRGO (23 August - 22 Sep¬ 
tember): You have to let go of 
something (your feelings?) be¬ 
fore good things can conic. 

LIBRA (23 September - 22 Oc¬ 
tober): Extra rest may give you a 
needed edge going into the week. 
Persist until you complete a job. 


SCORPIO (23 October - 21 No¬ 
vember): Take care or irritating 
conditions at work; reach new 
agreements with co-workcrs. 

SAGITTARIUS (22 November 
- 21 December): Use imagina¬ 
tion and creativity to bring the 
joy back into your life. Steer a 
steady course. 

CAPRICORN (22 December - 
19 January): Success starts at 
home. Stimulate your earning po¬ 
tential. Long-term investments 
favored. 

AQUARIUS (20 January - 18 
February): Sharpen writing 
skills. More lime to gab on the 
phoncl Reinvest in your home, 

PISCES (19 February - 20 
March): Put forth a concerted ef¬ 
fort to develop your income. Al¬ 
though expenditures may be 
higher, the money will be there. 

IF YOU WERE BORN THIS 
WEEK: Know your strengths 
this year and move into a higher 
standard of living. March chal¬ 
lenges your earning powers, but 
you can meet any lest. Focus on 
travel and communications In 
May. 




■AIR AMERICA" Though 
the action sequences work 
well in director Roger Spoi- 
liswoodc's fact-inspired suga 
of pilots running a covert aer¬ 
ial service Tor the CIA during 
the Vietnam war, attempts at 
humor and eventual poignan¬ 
cy aren’t quite as successful. 
Still, Mol Gibson and Robert 
Downey Jr make an appeal¬ 
ing duo as the heroes; Nancy 
Travis is also featured. A* 


^MOVIES 






Mel Gibson star of "Air America' 


TOP HITS 


• ] 18 'i »] r(»l :■ 


rUTTTl 




— 


K*rn~rtjT Jzi 


MhnwJ n f?«Ff tit fllVJ 


;£ : oC-VENDREDI 

5:30 —Documentary:; Geb- 
scope; : "v; v -, 

5:55 —. Les Gles dr Fort 

7;(& — News in. French. -•" ; • ’ 
7:15 — Fusions. A dqcurh^n- 
tpry program. 






Sc- V ■ 10,-, KqffSt Chrisllah Slater,; 

7 ?fv.. ..'a,r,;iv' 4 V. ; MCA/Upivcrsal ! Hbmo Video ■■ ;r . \ 
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Would You 
Believe. 

Thomas A. Edison in¬ 
vented the first talking 
doll. Only two are be¬ 
lieved to be in existence 
today of those produced 
in 1888. 

* * * 

Vitamins were first dis¬ 
covered in 1912 by F.G. 
Hopkins and Casmir 
Funk. 

• • * 

Recent work on a new 
subway line in Rome pro¬ 
duced some unexpected 
benefits. Excavators dis¬ 
covered extensive under¬ 
ground ruins dating from 
the days of the Roman 
Empire. 

* * * 

After the great ballet 
dancer Nijinsky died, doc¬ 
tors cut open and exam¬ 
ined his feet, believing his 
foot bones were different 
from those of ordinary 
men. The autopsy re¬ 
vealed nothing unusual. 

* * * 

“Judo" in Japanese 
means “the gentle way.” 


★ CROSSWORD PUZZLE ★ 


THE FAR SIDE 


THE STAB 15 


By GARY LARSON 


ACROSS 36 
1 Fail to hit 
5 Gullible 37 
one 

9 Promontory 38 

13 Single time 39 

14 Cut on a 

slam 40 

15 Jewelry 41 

atone 42 

16 Principal 43 

actor .44 

17 Flavoring 45 

seed 

18 Cry weakly 47 

19 Deceptive 48 
explanation 

22 Football 54 

players 

23 Netherlands 57 
people 

26 Boards of a 68 
chair back 

29 Finished 59 

31 Question 60 

word 61 

33 Solitary 

34 Manipulate 62 

a baton 63 

35 Of us 64 


Manner of 

walking 

Skeletal 

parts 

Posture 

Social 

insect 

Prices 

Foundations 

Perceive 

Frosted 

Stop 

Racing 

course 

Seed coat 

Bridal 

music 

Upholstered 

seat 

Western 
event 
River in 
Egypt 
Scent 
Auguries 
Cat's toe¬ 
nail 

Necessity 
Turf fuel 
Graceful 
trees 


DOWN 

1 Non-flower¬ 
ing plant 

2 Division 
ward 

3 Scrutinize 

4 Army noncom 

5 Imparts 

6 Eager 

7 Isolated 
hill 

8 Kitchen 
appliances 

9 Celestial 
body 

10 Large 
monkey 

11 Touch 
clumsily 

12 Building 
wing 

14 Groups of 
musicians 

20 Amount paid 

21 Ringlet 

24 Select 

25 Gives 
lodging to 

26 Icelandic 
stories 


27 Pluto, for 
one 

28 Dawdle 

29 Possessed 

30 Contends 
32 Gain with 

difficulty 
34 Carry 

37 Stage cloth 

38 Manner of 
speech 

40 Cereal 

41 Hat edge 
44 Town in 

Greece 

46 Prize 

47 About, old 
style 

49 Rounded 
roof 

50 Notion 

51 Small brook 

52 Chowder 
ingredient 

53 Chops 

54 Heir 

55 Lyric poem 

56 Enemy 


61B90, Trlbuna Meals Services 




Of course, prehistoric neighborhoods always had 
that one family whose front yard was strewn with ofd 
mammoth remains. 


JORDAN BRIDGE * 
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fiy (Jmssfin Ohnncni 


Intervention' 



I ftUA LLY, YOU over-call at the direct position with, 
“ton to fifteen points, the Vulnerability and the level 
of ihe over-call are the most important factors, ’ 

.. The suit should be a good suit because your partner 
would count on you for defensive tricks ip this, *uiL ‘ 
itormally the suit should be a five cards suii, btit rercly 
It could be four cards only, in.this case, the suit should 
^■pwWnglikQAKJ lOaiieasL 
1 ; The over-caJl over IN opening is little £it different, 
points should be more and the suit should be good' 
in terms of length ai^ strength. > . 

m9 re effective over-calls ere fhose which show: 
^ Ip'pwn suits through some conventions Uist^-Nad 
hebnigi^eduponbyihepartnership.' "*'!vVv 1 
^fsjljjjg to 'use. a. national or conventional oyer-call 
;F*rtner the right to draw negative inferences,; 
thi* siiuarion U Usually solved against, one qf x.suft' 
^^^m^ iinti ypurpairtnef in . the balancing position Is 
Wfcd tobilafoe wiUtei^rtpopits Only. : " 

W oy«*call direcUy; after a one nottump^ 
* disaster .Ibr your side itocn’ijW:: 
and incentives toreppeh the; 
WKtwiB;;y-y '-..’K-: v '; ■.; v • r ? ■ ; : :'' 

***rnpl» frwn a recent open pairs session; . 


V A75 

♦ KQ10 7 

* A62- 


* AQ986 
V KJ109 


N 

W E 
S 


*1074 
Y 63 

♦ AS 642 

* J105, 1 


John Denver on the comeback trail 


▼ Q * 42 

♦ J53 . 

* K973 


West opened IN and North should oyer-call: 

$4 is ihe natural over-call [• « " 

24 is the Astro convention to show. Spades and anoth- 

%y. « Brozel (or Truscoi) to shoW Hearte and Spades.,; 
handy to show botomajort W’ 

\yiiatever,you play* you must oyer^dall otherwise you 
, fere heading toyrards.,8 disaster. . . i-. ];". \ * \'' 

When North'paiued 1 rod i.ied * q>ade, six tricks was 
theh limit In: defence while jheir ilde can make eight 
tricks in the reachable 2* cpntractv. 1 y ,; 

1 : '} ■ ; . •« 

When opened :il^» travelling sfxjie^eel.tosqpte 
the result he realize^'how guilty ho was .whan 
tered the only scort to U>e B W wliHnh. ■ 






















































































